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Introduction
The Willamette Valley is known for mild, wet 
winters, but summer droughts leave the valley as 
vulnerable to wildfires as drier areas of the state. 
You can decrease the potential for loss from a 
wildfire by creating defensible space around 
your home. To do this:

Reduce the level of wildfire fuels around your house
Keep brush areas thinned and clear of exces-
sive dead wood, and use fire-resistant mulches 
in areas immediately adjacent to your home. 
Choose decorative rocks and gravel instead of 
wood-based mulches.

Use fire-resistant plant materials in your home landscaping
No plant is fire-proof. However, some plants are 
considered to be fire-resistant if they:
•	 Are high in moisture with supple leaves
•	 Don’t accumulate deadwood within  

the plant
•	 Have water-like sap
•	 Have low resin levels



Introduction (cont’d)

About this guide
This pocket guide highlights fire-resistant  
plants that thrive in Willamette Valley growing 
conditions. It recommends groundcovers,  
perennials, shrubs, woody vines, and trees. 
There are too many annual plants available to 
list them all. In general, annuals are considered 
fire-resistant if they are kept well irrigated.

The description of each plant listed in this guide 
includes: 
•	 Common and scientific names
•	 Some of the plant’s important features
•	 Description of the plant’s growth (its height 

and spread at maturity, time of bloom, and 
flower color)

•	 The plant’s USDA Hardiness Zone rating.  
Hardiness refers to the ability of a plant to 
withstand an average minimum temperature. 
There are 13 designated zones, with zone 1  
being the coldest and zone 13 being the 



Introduction (cont’d)

warmest. The Willamette Valley is rated as 
zone 8. To view the USDA hardiness zone 
map, visit http://www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.
html or check with your local Extension office 
or garden center. Microclimates (pockets of 
cooler or warmer areas) will exist depending 
on landscape characteristics. Take into account 
your individual growing location when  
making plant selection decisions.

•	 Description of the plant’s other key charac-
teristics (light requirements, water use, and 
whether it attracts pollinators, resists deer, or 
performs well in rock gardens). These items 
are indicated with icons (see the key below).

Prefers full sun (6 or more hours)

Prefers partial or part shade

Prefers full shade (6 or more hours);  
avoid afternoon sun

http://www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html
http://www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html
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Low water-use plant; performs well 
with minimal supplemental irrigation

Moderate water-use plant; performs 
well with supplemental irrigation

High water-use plant; requires  
supplemental irrigation

NO Deer-resistant

Attracts butterflies

Attracts birds

Performs well in rock gardens

Attracts bees



Introduction (cont’d)

Links to photos
To view the source photograph for any of the 
plants, click on the word “Photo” in the attribution 
on the right side of the image. 

For more information
If you would like to learn more about creating a 
fire-resistant home landscape, see Fire-Resistant 
Plants for Oregon Home Landscapes (PNW 590) 
(in the OSU Extension Service Catalog at https://
catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/). For more informa-
tion on creating defensible space around your 
home, see the “Home and Landscape” category 
of www.firewise.org. For more detailed plant infor-
mation, contact your local Extension office. 

The availability of the plants described in this 
guide may vary in your area, so check with your 
favorite local nursery for the specific plants that 
interest you.

www.firewise.org
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/


groundcovers 

■ Dense, evergreen mat ■ Drought tolerant, 
once established ■ Red berries in late summer 
and fall ■ Full sun and some water for best 
berry production

Bearberry Cotoneaster
Cotoneaster dammeri  

Height: 1' or less 	USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–7
Spread: 3–6'  		  Bloom: March–May  
Flowers: White
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cotoneaster-dammeri-berries.JPG
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


groundcovers Carpet Bugleweed
Ajuga reptans 

■ Best as edging or groundcover 
■ Will grow under walnut trees 
■ Evergreen

Height: 4–10" 		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–10
Spread: 12–18"   	Bloom: May–July  
Flowers: Purple, white, blue
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/40385177%40N07/7167149820/in/photolist-bVkvWC-fHciVy-81dBpy-fHckFq-bDDhFG-9AcVX1-fGURyi-dbYMfp-bBNCUL-fM6Lo-6HToSj-dbYN4E-6sk28f-5UAYB-5UAXA-bLgjwe-f15W2q-f15jmA-cavuZS-eZUHps-eZEo5x-eZUHDY-9GACmu-6mFXLH-9f1bhR-gHpb7B-5VkLdc-9Cu3aY-agejqy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Needs moist, well-drained soil

Dead Nettle
Lamium spp.  

Height: 6"      	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–12
Spread: 18"   	 Bloom: June–July  
Flowers: Pink, lavender, purple

NO

Ph
ot

o: 
An

dr
ea

_4
4/

CC
 BY

 2.
0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/8431398%40N04/3492595383/in/photolist-6jCsVM-8Mr39Q-cucvQ-ek1x2b-bVn3pf-7YNkg7-5hPR8r-bCXUgW-6ccDh8-4b4NUq-87CoZB-5U33gi-abuJq9-4H1gSc-6ci45Z-7NEuW8-abKcsr-BS8Th-8XqiWT-8XtB7L-8XqsHt-8XqmUF-8XtyTh-8Xttyj-2WYEKd-2WUe6F-2WUbCe-2WYBZJ-2WUaVK-2WUczi-2WUcR8-2WUdTk-2WUbW2-2WUcjT-2WUdbD-ejHYHq-ejCdwH-ejHY1o-fW1Tn8-4M37Q3-9CokKW-bLDJAx-5FnxiR-cavLzy-4UyVfP-GQa3G-e1NkSe-bzyrDs-6cJz94-eVf8zX-g4wJhR
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Needs well-drained soil ■ Excellent edging 
plants ■ Cut back ⅓ of the plants after bloom 
to keep plants compact.

Evergreen Candytuft
Iberis sempervirens  

Height: 6–12"      	USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 6–18"   	 Bloom: May–August  
Flowers: White
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/26082117%40N07/6976044956/in/photolist-bCs48b-6dwrzt-ej2hLs-58HPzb-58HPBQ-gHtYEN
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Prefers well-drained, moderately fertile soil 
■ Do not overfertilize.

Fleabane
Erigeron hybrids 

Height: 18–24"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 24"   		  Bloom: June–August  
Flowers: White, pink, blue, violet, lavender, 	
                rose, purple
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/61416618%40N00/3505261561/in/photolist-6kKo9a-a2sSBf-97s4QZ-9pQicx-dVbH51-dVbFQC-aavQFW-8pkbep-6DCbbd-7RBD5M-drf2CM-drf2Uz-drf2wM-8ycrfz-fEbMen-fEtmY3-fEtneh-drfbYA-drf2YK-af9JVV-afcwGy-drf2o6-c5jGqm-c5jGvj-aLgD8D-7RETFj-fBqwFZ-cFokTN-ccGP8j-ccGPZ1-ccGPQw-6tCLrd-4UjBwb-5ZByib-5ZBygL-crvo1Q-5ZBytG-5ZxmLk-5Zxmut-5ZByoy-6J3P8H-6u43Li-6u8mSL-4LkDXA-5aWXG4-cdLsSq-6B2oYD-a2a2MX-a2a2J8-2f1rYp-9PScSF
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Mounding growth form ■ Showy flowers 
■ Tuberous roots ■ Tolerates drought and 
rocky soil ■ Long-lived, undemanding plant  
■ Self-sows ■ M. jalapa tolerates wet soils.

Four O’clock
Mirabilis spp. 

Height: 1–4'  Spread: 3–5'        
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Bloom: June–August  
Flowers: White, pink, red, magenta, yellow
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/78206310%40N03/7167143830/in/photolist-bVkuam-8h1B4p-95aLEK-cTnbD1-4PCv18
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Mostly evergreen 
■ Most are low-growing perennials

Garden Carnation
Dianthus spp.  

Height: 6–9"  	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 15"   	 Bloom: June–July  
Flowers: Pink
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/32598399%40N00/4688448980/in/photolist-89iwxf-43rz6-8bkkuV-YFzfA-9SnBnP-9PwThp-2XN5w-9UXDfA-9UXD9f-89eFHc-9XrjcV-X7R9W-N5fb7-9Xrv5p-eBiuB-9XrteZ-5PDfR-6pCxeg-7ZaNWZ-9XupBW-euqqR-9Xr6Ki-4VTxs9-4VTx6w-4VTwdu-4VPf86-6r7gQP-fDSK2s-74Zfms-fWzVx2-YAZhv-a4fZmR-c1qSVh-8hW8FR-c1qSkq-c1qSKU-c1qSwm-augfui-4WbCkC-f8uRJE-eXrmem-66we4h-7Y8t9U-29kxf6-W3P4K-9u1z4Y-7Y5d9D-emMpZ-emMq5-emPuX-ciF14W
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Long flowering ■ Drought tolerant ■ Needs 
good drainage ■ Can have a spreading growth 
form ■ Water thoroughly and let soil go dry 
between watering. 

Geranium
Geranium spp. 

Height: 4"–4'   	USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: Varies by species  Bloom: May–August  
Flowers: White, pink, purple, blue

NO

Ph
ot

o: 
Ke

vin
 H

ay
s/C

C B
Y-

NC
-S

A 2
.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/97551261%40N00/5854295445/in/photolist-9VjN5n-9VjNnF-83kESq-5gfJ2K-7bX7gU-7bTgsz-7bTqBZ-7bTm1c-7bTpnz-7bTrDz-7bTnWg-7bXeDA-7bX97G-7bXfD3-7bX8sy-7bTgGK-7bTopz-7bXfvW-7bTir8-5jv1ux-7bTnjz-7bTkjM-7bTmRK-6tbkQh-6t7aGV-6t7bKP-5f3ocG-83hwhB-85UpgB-a21hT2-8hFprU-85Xz3L-9ShEwe-9ShEje-6jKzqW-9MaaBm-83HEeM-9HvrAs-6uyzcR-MZLua-MZFww-7Y7vF6-9Ma9Rh-4YV7Ar-cr9xFs-88ijT5-89xjgQ-4VgEbL-4VgS7j-53LYxK-9Pz7Ng
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Does best in rocky, well-drained soil  
■ Will tolerate light shade 
■ Too much water causes rot

Hens and Chicks
Sempervivum spp. 

Height: 2–6"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–24
Spread: 6–10"   
Bloom: June–November, varies by species
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/46788399%40N00/5021288947/in/photolist-8DHqgn-6CMGSB-4TZ2iC-KJAzi-eNCzjE-J5Uy2-JMoio-4ETHGR-H7sw7-4tMSJ2-aqZmcV-8CdySS-8Cdzsy-2xKPaH-29GNL8-EYWJi-6tAUnZ-6j4DHj-gag6W-ggtM5w-fBhur9-4Vqcze-cXc3sS-87MQf2-9UBtmS-2THA2w-2THxxL-9vDUhd-9ADtVx-3VXwc-bFLXK-9Hh2YK-gLis2N-gLjqMD-hvQK3i-L3oJm-9NYSHf-bFLXM-8ddKa6-a2EcLa-a2EcEP-a2H5f1-acNyng-gBjFG-bNoSRn-892bU7-88XWd2-6GuZqy-4Em9a2-8Bjr8C-dmzH5
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Low maintenance ■ Forms dense mat that 
controls weeds and erosion ■ Tolerates clay 
soil and dry soil ■ Tolerates heavy shade  
■ Good under trees ■ Spreading growth form

Japanese Pachysandra
Pachysandra terminalis 

Height: 6–12"      	    USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: Indefinite   Bloom: April  
Flowers: White
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/65146221%40N00/1470313825/in/photolist-3eVK5n-2GSMZK-dWA8K9-a8Tq2E-9s4RhC
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Grows best at higher elevations for sunny 
rock gardens

Mahala Mat
Ceanothus prostratus 

Height: 1–3"    USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 6–8'   	Bloom: June–August  
Flowers: Blue
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/26246711%40N00/3465303113/in/photolist-6hdzTp-9KPXXW-eVwAUA-671WWt-eeqi3V-c4waJN-672nEc
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Evergreen ■ Drought tolerant ■ Suitable for 
low-water landscaping ■ Can be invasive 
■ Do not overwater.

Mock Strawberry
Duchesnea indica

Height: 6" or less	USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 18–24"   	Bloom: March–September  
Flowers: Yellow
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/50352333%40N06/5681061734/in/photolist-4hHwWs-nViGc9-edmU9L-o2WFJW-9DY83K-9E1VJf-jDj13N-nT5Byk-jDjSz1-jDjTNJ-jDjV8N-jDiZ3b-jDiZVo-pEkmtw-7bqsb6-nQqq7q-jDjTpN-jDgU2K-jDhPmt-jDgV6D-jDj4RE-jDgSkP-jDgSEX-jDj2fh-jDjQab-jDj1HL-jDhQ7B-jDjReq-jDhPJx-jDgRnX-jDgQS8-jDgRfn-jDiZdw-p5iLzF-jDgRwV-papncQ-cSiWv7-nmoVJH-nmoWAy-nmFghT-njCPa9-nmoSQh-nmHE75-nmHFyd-nmoRtu-ehS1UR-bu9mpW-nCN9tp-6nihJS-jVzdsS
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Creeping, mat-forming succulent  
■ Does not do well with foot traffic

Purple Iceplant
Delosperma cooperi  

Height: 1–4"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–10
Spread: 2' to indefinite  Bloom: June–September  
Flowers: Magenta
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Delosperma_cooperi_plant.JPG


groundcovers 

■ Mat-forming perennial ■ Works well in rock 
gardens and woodland areas ■ Cut back to 
contain it. ■ Do not overwater.

Rock Cress
Aubrieta deltoidea   

Height: 3–8"      	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 10–24"  	 Bloom: May–June  
Flowers: Pink, purple, blue
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http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants/aubrieta-d.htm
www.oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants


groundcovers 

■ Ideal for low-water landscaping 
■ Self-seeds  
■ Cold hardy

Rosy Pussytoes
Antennaria rosea   

Height: 4–16"    	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 8–12"    	 Bloom: May–July  
Flowers: Pink, white
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/8568946%40N06/5389755350/in/photolist-9dgUuo-76f9QX-76f9Az-76j2Uw-76f9HH-a7HiFx-fbqfZJ-f3ixN1-6DbMFn-f63KDe-6u9FZ1-6DfVaQ-ftPkgA
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Drought-tolerant succulent ■ Easy to grow  
■ Good cut flowers ■ Spreading growth form  
■ Does best with good drainage

Sedum or Stonecrops
Sedum spp. 

Height: 2–12"   	   USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: Indefinite Bloom: September–October  
Flowers: Depends on variety
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/john_d_rusk/9780469752/in/photolist-efRhzV-4rjdaM-4bVUK-ct9aad-dtN4Ht-8KdEd3-mk1ncF-5vEN3t-aPFCce-omqgrr-4YuQfM-5ixcjt-fUgsUQ-mk1LF2-4U1XW5-anVpQ1-aNG4zn-aiXCy1-p1tFke-o7jvdd-fCnL4V-ij8wY-nY9Eku-ij9eR-B88T5-oHMQhJ-drStB-m6s2ef-8nJYyZ-2vV4cT-dGHQCp-poFBVd-6ckwHC-9UScii-huEtP-mJqzmK-eK2nUd-5aLLTE-6ZEbj9-4S2ok8-4h8jpV-52zDCu-nQD2Hf-4BqRUY-GxWpo-b5FAyP-BimkR-aweCvK-fVVgEY-4XiCR
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Fast growing ■ Good to cover large areas  
■ Mat forming ■ Drought tolerant

Snow in Summer 
Cerastium tomentosum

Height: 3–12"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 2' to indefinite   Bloom: June–July  
Flowers: White
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cerastium_tomentosum.jpg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Needs fertile, well-drained soil  
■ Different species have different water needs  
■ Remove dead flowers to extend bloom time.

Speedwell
Veronica spp.   

Height: 10–18"   	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 18"   		  Bloom: May–June  
Flowers: Purple
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/45789087%40N00/439340346/in/photolist-EPJzy-86DS9n-4sfBeF-4JX8mJ-9Q5wkD-bUt78c-JEswr-bmhSuj-84onja-84onBx-dRvCMf-hsbHRY-84rJVQ-8ZbuBi-4QoQjn-854tXo-PXTqt-6RkLb8-4ECSCa-94DKLe-4oqdb4-87o2Xv-2HVaXA-2WGXJ-4Gugnc-7NNvKo-7R9ZSE-6iaUCe-6e1Ten-6e1UWB-6e1Vt2-6e63md-6e67DG-6e65DE-6e62TY-6e1VXz-8LuCEQ-eoQgS9-4LXtgD-4M37Kf-4LY8oa-4LXtqZ-8Luvmw-4M2Tdf-4TaYNa-9JtYgw-8LrrSx-bEjMbU-eoS6XY-egytis-7YHsVi
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Good groundcover for wooded areas  
■ Prefers partial to full shade  
■ Prefers moist, well-drained, acidic soil

Wild Ginger
Asarum caudatum   

Height: 6–12"      	USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–6
Spread: 6–15"   	 Bloom: April–May  
Flowers: Purplish brown

NO

Ph
ot

o: 
sh

ar
in/

CC
 BY

-N
C-

ND
 2.

0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/92071270%40N00/145388714/in/photolist-dR9ZY-ePUYNp-e1BAvn-67i77u-avbqJc-ecXKkT-6ii5j8-7MGf5y-f48YUB-bWchxJ-6sCRTB-7Q2eJb-c9vsZN-D5SWn-ctfD
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/deed.en


groundcovers 

■ Evergreen ■ Drought and heat tolerant  
■ Excellent low-water landscape plant, once 
established ■ Needs protection from  
prolonged snow cover

Yellow Iceplant
Delosperma nubigenum  

Height: 1–3"   	USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–7
Spread: 3'   	 Bloom: June–September  
Flowers: Orange, yellow
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/93854456%40N03/11340140614/in/photolist-ih6bHL-41qHX2-cnydFE-41qCFH-iQA9Wt-epEFX-6PgacC
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


perennials Aspen Sunflower
Helianthella quinquenervis   

■ Showy flower, good for cutting ■ Good for 
borders ■ Prefers average, well-drained soils  
■  May self-seed

Height: 3–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 24–30"	 Bloom: June–August
Flowers: Yellow rays with darker yellow center
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www.ipmimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5095090
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/


perennials Aster
Aster spp.    

■ Showy fall display  
■ Needs good drainage with fertile soil  
■ Spreading growth form

Height: 12–48"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 1–5', varies by species  
Bloom: May–June  
Flowers: White, pink, rose, lavender, purple, 
blue, violet
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/22622387%40N00/2444344970/in/photolist-4HZUAN-4HVdtv-dNmb1z-5xW6nG-4VFzDd-3zBs19-4WHwe9-4WEoCX-bwztti-5yB48y-opndt-mhE8e-dpUKMn-8rjFwX-gyq7ps-5vokp1-5pATbM-xhpfi-akBke8-7dxW5M-aZMuP2-73VEuM-8pfpzB-8piBC5-g9fRUN-5vEBmH-2ERmZ7-oafmi-dSdrTC-dxjQMc-obdb2-3b1jE2-5guik-8kfPk2-86Q9dj-2uzDjo-cSXjWj-4k3E6-a8hb9v-488bMY-demK6y-72nBfY-76ietR-6VTEKj-5ndjkq-5vECzZ-g8yM4g-5guim-7SH1Fq-2fNfwL-5AYn1w
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


perennials Barren Strawberry
Waldsteinia spp. 

■ Evergreen used as groundcover  
■ Strawberry-like plant ■ Fruit is not edible  
■ Tolerates some foot traffic

Height: 3–6"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 6–12"		  Bloom: April–June
Flowers: Yellow

NO

Ph
ot

o: 
pv

er
do

nk
/C

C B
Y-

NC
 2.

0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/7551546%40N08/4631979876/in/photolist-84j7f1-9TMBcF-bP5SqF-efrqFo-efkGvD-efrt8b-bAbdob-efrrr1-efkH1T-efkFMz-efrrZC-efrsEQ-effecJ-effcH5-effdwu-egegyi-53vbuF-egLcLg-ekqUAd-ekkaaa-6ZAwWy-7Y5D4g-7VDx93
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


perennials Basket of Gold
Aurinia spp.  

■ Mat–forming perennial ■ Can be used as 
groundcover ■ Thrives in light, well-drained 
soil between paver stones or in rock walls in a 
dry, sunny location ■ Needs hard pruning

Height: 6–15"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 12–18"   Bloom: April–May  
Flowers: Yellow
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/38395710%40N07/4240138067/in/photolist-3ZCQPG-AuXjc-asTweT-asW9yj-cShUoL-bDjFUY-7So7kr-7Hakew-7H6AY3-6BcE2-p4DfUQ-81HLFL-7sFPjK-cJRzfS-6mpNz2-4N5X1k-cJRz8S
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Bellflower
Campanula spp.     

■ Erect, trailing, spreading, or clumping  
growth form ■ Best in well-drained soil  
■ Good for small rock gardens

Height: 9–60"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8 
Spread: 18" to indefinite, varies by species   
Bloom: March–November, varies by species 
Flowers: Blue, white, lavender, purple, red
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/arthur_chapman/3048252781/in/photolist-5Dn6mr-5DrnUo-6FnwMY-jBaz2-8pWpt5-5DrqgC-8pTdjv-VsSU5-ZPgj9-5d818P-HRTX4-5e85kC-8uBz8J-8dhEth-6Bnd7W-6QmEUb-6QmEH9-auSeeB-CWwkB-fPA5rg-6R3Vkb-6QYSAD-54jojN-6NGhH6-6NLtJy-7VPYR8-avdpGC-avtg31-cLTvb7-8GKjWZ-6R3VzG-cEXXuw-cEXZ7G-cEY88j-cEY8Gy-cEY7wj-7VPYBB-8uNvmZ-8bxNFf-6yUL8u-aNQN3g-8urhe3-3e6ecE-3e8jjR-53LPE8-a8wSSh-fe5Net-5tyHab-cxvGKE-6EPo9T-87qtqh/lightbox/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Bergenia
Bergenia spp.    

■ Evergreen, except in coldest areas ■ Best in 
shade but will tolerate sun in cool climates

Height: 12–18"    	USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 18"   		  Bloom: March–May  
Flowers: White, pink, red, peach
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perennials Black-eyed Susan
Rudbeckia hirta  

■ Tolerates drought ■ Tolerates a wide range  
of soils except poorly drained, wet soil  
■ Self-sows

Height: 2–3'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 1–2'		  Bloom: June–September
Flowers: Yellow, orange
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/24401095%40N00/2762909717/in/photolist-5d9CNr-54t1W1-5LBhY-faZXA4-8thREw-cuHu51-6r64iX-2gsNm-6VzGtE-54qp99-pg6ju-cAabUs-bFKwZ-bFJjW-6K7dyg-adeeSb-gmo6Q6-2EZcbN-2EUPdB-eqbEF-eqbEG-fr8mP5-afTGaP-aiJiCw-an3f4j-2GLcpb-9YVsZ3-d5PJEG-d5PJUq-d5PJzG-6F73Kc-8BfFYP-6SWgU6-2GGMXE-a9smQs-dBz5YM-a6grPo-a6dBFH-a6gryU-a6grej-2VvSSX-d5PKrE-5q6qKh-5q1BXi-cDaBa9-apk3X6-2AYQJD-2B4eBj-2B4fMy-2AYRKB-8tKfzE
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


perennials Blanket Flower
Gaillardia spp.    

■ Bright, showy flowers  
■ Hardy, drought tolerant

Height: 1–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–10
Spread: 15–18"	 Bloom: May–August
Flowers: Yellow to orange to red
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www.oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants


perennials Blue Flax
Linum perenne   

■ Showy, profuse flowers that open with sun  
■ Prefers light soils ■ Tolerates drought  
■ Tolerates dry, rocky soil ■ Self-seeds

Height: 1–2'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 9–18"		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: Sky blue
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/nhunt/181624397/in/photolist-87Tsnu-eSmnGP-bYMVBL-2kdWo-eAcswz-cB8qVC-9UiV9L-6PkEer-6E8Uyt-6HWwrJ-6HStw4-6DiHXR-9GsyBC-bjwFoU-jumhQr-85W8us-59d6YM-agrYvy-28ypMU-bQn4KB-ehgUmn-6E8UDa-6Pkwua-6LHK3y-6yjgA2-AEUkF-4YtjV9-87pHud-22s9e-8cVLfP-8cVL98-2xZKH-5v3TVP-6L8rTv-9Ysq6p-agA56B-6uMums-h3SB8-cAyyej-o54Z4Z-o4LGFP-gU3oM1-nbjVn4-572hL7-6qmk3m-dE3sse-9v2US3-6owRav-aqwkpK-arBHNc
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


perennials Bluets or Quaker Ladies
Houstonia caerulea   

■ Delicate wildflower  
■ Forms tufts with roots and slender rhizomes 
■ Prefers moist, acidic soil

Height: 4–16"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies
Flowers: Light blue	 Bloom: April–July
Spread: Up to 1', usually in tufts of multiple 
plants
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/scadwell/13781741735/in/photolist-mZR2EP-ng7DrY-chxHwQ-isqDcP-ngf1tF-isqG2B-9EZcsw-it85dF-ejKQKx-ejKVNZ-ejKT3B-ejKUje-j8sqkQ-iMZmLn-aMxSqr-9EZcTL-cdnNts-cg2tMY-cg2r3o-aR933R-nqb4Jr-no8rRw-27G49q-bgzLHz-6vhax-ebSfqe-dMHanw-nqaDgP-2sDAG-ckeUoA-bvtHTg-9Fsvwq-npTyTZ-npTnaE-nrWuq4-aSnxT2-ntuH1Y-efDSxT-efKCju-7V9jqu-6tZL4b-6jEevh-aSnxoV-aQkgUt-e6H2uY-aR93mZ-bzwXHY-bNrD3Z-nicwSd-egBANN
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


perennials Britton’s Skullcap
Scutellaria brittonii  

■ Small wildflower, native to plains, foothills, 
and mountainous regions

Height: 4–8"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 4–8"		  Bloom: May–July
Flowers: Blue
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/jonnyhayseed/2511463371/in/photolist-4PVUyB-9YDLaM-9YDJvp-9YDMwz/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


perennials Broom Groundsel
Senecio spartioides  

■ Sunflower-like  
■ Tolerates drought  
■ Upright growth behavior

Height: 1–6"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 2–12"		  Bloom: June–September
Flowers: Yellow
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Senecio_spartioides_6.jpg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


perennials California Fuchsia or  
Hummingbird Flower
Epilobium canum

■ Good groundcover for sunny slopes ■ Bright 
flowers on gray-green foliage ■ Hardy plant  
■ Tolerates drought ■ Spreading growth form  
■ Do not overfertilize.

Height: 1'	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–10
Spread: 12–20", varies by cultivar
Bloom: June–August   Flowers: Orange to red
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/nhunt/181622468/in/photolist-aydCCY-oPqUpy-5aHFan-6M2juS-2YCAHY-2pkrrB-74Zn4e-7546pL-74Zdhg-6w2Sbs-fxep2v-dqWghU-h3S1e-h3S2S-d4MHW9-EupZ-34XEaS-4vTULt-6FJoUW-8imM5k
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


perennials Canadian Violet
Viola canadensis 

■ Clump growth form ■ Mounding violet  
■ Dark green leaves ■ Tolerates heavy shade  
■ Used as groundcover ■ Self-seeds

Height: 12–18"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 12–18"	 Bloom: June–October
Flowers: White, tinged purple
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/manualcrank/3533790175/in/photolist-f5HRoH-6ogAGP-7ZfWfY-8b4ALL-8b4B6o-bgJZ96-ipkNEL-8aKFqB-8aKFhz-8eRdXu-6DsQBe-6DwYEs-eFErRk-6TUp32-7VZzcx-c3Udfu-c3Udkb-6tXADT-ckX3r-e6Kk5-cgbzfJ-bWhgMD-cmJfqm-e6Kk4-25oPqU-bRE3oV-bCKiJA-bRE45g-bRDWJ4-9NxG7J-aQk4b2-8sADax-Pb8Gz-QPZRZ-aUW29T-nhpXL9-6o6TNi-6xbeSb-nF43ZL-6o6U7a-nu56kV-6o6TX6-c3DL51-c9udQ7-c9udxd-9RKiNj-p7ARUc-p7APUv-MMDcn-c3DLQU
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Chives
Alllium schoenoprasum    

■ Edible herb ■ Tubular, grass-like leaves  
■ Globular flowers ■ Onion smell and taste  
■ Spreading growth form

Height: 10"      		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 12–16"   	Bloom: June  
Flowers: Mauve, pink
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/32179778%40N00/11695659556/in/photolist-iPvj7G-eQuKQd-eQv1Hs-4NXwpf-eGKYd4-AkcgE-4VHaz6-4VHazV-8c6gLe-jwb1Mo-9T7KVU-ekxDZ4-dUrwU-dUrwQ-dUrwT-evWjd-e9S1T-9EAE2a-fjmV1X-gTFqxP-gTFqrh-gTFfLo-6eYyjF-b7MfYH-6tfvQv-9DTjCy-6K9tPF-azX7Z-eNqZXb-eHQzex-MkvXe-bW7bbK-eLF2ki-fwgFhZ-8iRyBP-bKPxcB-oswwC-81DH4w-9DQrGV-etMVMS-etJKfX-7z7urr-c632Qj-7LK1c2-d6zjPq-7LNXos-6rNTVy-6uqEFr-c5S32y-9CHNLN-9CHNXd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


perennials Christmas Fern
Polystichum acrostichoides  

■ Clumping growth form ■ Will not naturalize  
■ Good winter interest ■ Tolerates rabbits, 
drought, and heavy shade ■ Tolerates dry, 
rocky soil

Height: 1–2'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 1–2'		  Bloom: None
Flowers: None
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/tgpotterfield/6806881926/in/photolist-8TnKg6-9EEyz4-2D9qx-j8zgCr-bnv3Rd-jVQjmK-efmbVQ-bE7LRB-75tkwC-nk2KBh-9D3qJP-jc5oKX-dJGjVs-dJAT26-78CPMA-iysREY-5wSS2A-efBRUA-bxNVC5-5wSRto-5wYSFj-5znAp2-jVS1oN-5wUuag-5wSRPh-neyT4x-78yVyF-8NqJjS-f9Ri5J-iysU8J-cg54z9-ctp88C-ctp6oY-jnUyfa-aS22YV-b1Qj7p-5CoMqq-nuRKRi-ndnhhh-fT8qBC-fT8Mmn-iJ9NWY-iJ9Ncm-b1QiNk-b1Qijk-b1Qixe-9SqrLZ-eLG9zC-5wYSNs-5wNu6i
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Chrysanthemum
Chrysanthemum spp.   

■ Showy, fall flower  
■ Hardy varieties for outdoor gardens available 
■ Wide variety of forms and colors

Height: Varies by species  
Spread: Varies by species   
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species   
Bloom: September–November, varies  
by species  Flowers: Wide variety
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysanthemum%23mediaviewer/File:Chrysanthemum_%2527Dance%2527.JPG
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


perennials Columbine
Aquilegia spp.    

■ Varied colors according to cultivar  
■ Does well in moist, well-drained soil  
■ Tolerant of most soils ■ Upright growth form

Height: 24"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–11
Spread: 18–24", varies by species   
Bloom: May–June   Flowers: Pink, white, lilac
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/75717389%40N00/2809960111/in/photolist-5hiMf8-9KosAT-9LRWKZ-ebdDmu-ekcHQD-eJCg3K-ekcHLg-eJJmr5-87PGRr-ekiucs-f1Ddy9-4K99zn-AuKUd-AuKFm-AuJG6-AuKva-AuJ3u-AuK85-AuK18-AkgsV-4RB7iQ-AuJPF-AuLfK-AkgfX-AuJnh-AuL6G-AuKiM-Akg6c-K2m7E-K2m7o-4TJvn5-AuJxi-4RwV3H-eMomkG-bRVKZk-czRJHw-YAm4F-4RB7Z1-9BhXDh-9BhXws-VTtxF-c9UQr1-c9URJ9-9GVdN2-7Vk2th-ceC4iS-6kLBro-4SiXut-brCw1-4L367T-brCvm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Coneflower
Echinacea purpurea    

■ Does not need staking  
■ Good as background in wide borders  
■ Tolerates dry, rocky soil and clay soil

Height: 2–5'	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 2'	 Bloom: June–August
Flowers: Rosy purple with orange cone
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perennials Coralbells
Heuchera sanguinea   

■ Compact, evergreen clumps with low leaves 
and long-stemmed flowers  
■ Used as groundcover

Height: 12–18"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 12–24"	 Bloom: March–August
Flowers: Reds
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/patrickstandish/1130722618/in/photolist-ZJR9r-ZPfAo-MZEk9-MZEmf-MWnC3-MZQu2-ZPfPs-MWpC2-MMvV2-Pf4n9-MZHo6-MWg17-ZJR4r-MZM4r-PKWwJ-PfzXv-Pf4om-MZBKh-21eP5v-MZJzH-MZFnW-4VgRF9-bV445K-4QZ7c3-MZHrH-MZP6a-PfzVK-MMvWr-9f1bs4-MRpKU-6jCTDt-6qYoUm-23UYeT-34GKPw-34CfcP-6jGXmY-9RjDT6-gHmCAo-6iuueC-9JG8R3-jBrcf-e8xxBJ-bV4bSt-gFXYWg-9f4k5J-2HVfry-6rwy18-6tfCYN-4QCQT4-6o7vRw
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


perennials Daylily
Hemerocallis spp.   

■ Clumping growth form ■ Many hybrids  
■ Deciduous, evergreen, and semi-evergreen  
■ May die back in heavy soils

Height: 24–48"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 12–18"	 Bloom: April–August
Flowers: Wide variety of colors
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http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants/hemerocallis.htm
www.oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants


perennials Delphinium
Delphinium spp.   

■ Showy flower ■ Prefers well-drained soil  
■ All parts of plant are highly toxic if eaten  
■ Upright growth form

Height: 1–2'      USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9 
Spread: 18–36", varies by species    
Bloom: March–April  
Flowers: Blue, pink, purple, white
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perennials Dotted Gayfeather
Liatris punctata   

■ Showy flower above foliage of grassy tufts  
■ Tolerates heat and cold ■ Tolerates dry,  
poor soils ■ Doesn't like soggy soil

Height: 2–4'   Spread: 2'   Bloom: June–August
USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–12, others
Flowers: Rosy-lilac, lavender
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwsmtnprairie/13454008014/in/photolist-8KDo2W-8KDnUb-dJHbBT-dJNCQS-bozKqQ-6kKGgn-6kPPwu-koVSC-agh4o4-owdVv2-3QDwM-pv2DBz-8Autxf-gqxdgF-5v1PvG-77DRXC-77DRQG-6jMAFG-2HVmWo-8ZXGng-8ZXGpn-9XQwDy-aeMiLZ-abytmh-8TVHxs-muTiRq-muRGW8-8wjWT3-3jXVzS-dcncmh-dcnbat-dcnbBH-dcncA9-dcnbn6-dcnb3R-8wDC86-3jXiPL-8wGBQE-8wjTWL-4K12V4-3jTwFU-abvC6x-ecbe5Y-6MzgeJ-6S66w4-pmNQ6-dz5AxG-dyZ8hK-6S5XcT-6R9GCt
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


perennials Evening Primrose
Oenothera spp.   

■ Prefers dry conditions  
■ Tolerates poor soil and clay soil  
■ Drought tolerant ■ Can be aggressive

Height: 1–4' 
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Spread: 1–3' or more  Bloom: May–August 
Flowers: White, pink, yellow, purple, red
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/23326361%40N04/3043561543/in/photolist-5CX3P2-9wiUwj-5qWT1T-75Y1iW-76Xcr2-8MdjsT-8krykH-7tpQFh-23SCsz-deEU5r-oqSAhi-77DSzd-or8igA-8QAvVw-5gk5v4-5mevBp-8KVWZJ-5gk5LT-5gprjq-6RpJDJ-daX58Y-96XCfQ-dZqZaX-cycDpW-8QiNRp-dZxbcG-96UzrV-96UzmZ-96Uzdc-5gp9to-5gp9gh-5gjMJ2-5gp99w-a2dBvG-77zWit-5G6it8-77DTmf-77zXie-8DEBmE-b767j4-21VEYH-8QxpED-6Lxgn6-5EbUvE-4UVbx-7tK8Lw-9j9Z3r-3bAY6p-79pP3c-8DVBrm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


perennials Fire Pink
Silene virginica  

■ Clumping growth form  
■ Grows in sandy or clay soils  
■ Prefers part shade and excellent drainage

Height: 12–18"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 9–18"		  Bloom: April–June
Flowers: Red
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/41380738%40N05/4658365931/in/photolist-86DkTZ-bCpUAC-bCpYuh-f6n7YK-6g3Dfn-6ejvdQ-byGC7E-6t2Z6w-eSR676-9E7qW8-9E7Kjr-9Eazc7-9E7HFx-9E7yuF-9E7H5B-9E7xKH-9E7CDk-9EaH4Q-9E7rwx-9E7vBt-9EaFKU-9EauQE-9E7vvr-9EarcE-9E7u86-9EaFUd-9EazUU-9EaF3A-6kv95M-7Urew2-9FoyqK-bDws9j-cR5Qg7-8uy8RR-4XRoMj-eShRy-eSixq-eShXA-eiYd2M-4EpAC1-eLBb1e-6udEH3-4T8ccG-4K1no1-9Jd3Yd-4HxpJF-4HxpHe-4HBzPm-6nQbkk-7Ue2ic-7YAXpt
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Fireweed
Epilobium angustifolium    

■ Attractive but considered weedy  
■ Prefers full sun  
■ Self-seeds

Height: 4–6' 		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 2–9
Spread: 18–24"	 Bloom: June–August
Flowers: Pink, rosy-purple
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Hosta
Hosta spp.    

■ Many new varieties ■ Grown for dramatic, 
textural foliage ■ Generally shade lovers  
needing organically enriched soil

Height: 3–4" to 5'	  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: Up to 3'	   Bloom: June–August
Flowers: White-bluish 
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perennials Indian Pink
Spigelia marilandica   

■ Clumping growth form ■ Prefers moist,  
well-drained soil ■ Tolerates drought and  
dry soil ■  Used as border in shade and  
woodland gardens

Height: 1–2'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 6–18"		  Bloom: June
Flowers: Red and yellow
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/tgpotterfield/9123867490/in/photolist-eUfcWb-6zg5fa-n7oWKN-n7nYnN-n5Hz84-n7mHEV-n5JvMz-n5KfY2-n5Kv1w-n7moPX-n5HTUR-n7mUSe-n5HDsg-n7ombs-n7nGAs-n5Ki5r-n5HFi8-n7oerf-n5HRhX-n7nPQh-e2dzqP-eTkPEL-o4KfA6-oKcXVU-osKR1e-osKeZp-osK3CN-oHcWjy-oKf2eg-oHdcQy-oHcY7w-oJYb4t-oJYesT-oKf34H-osK2tn-89ruRb-89ruK5-osKzRC-osKzeK-oFNwpV-oYgzjq-oFNSWg-oFPeWR-oFNPDf-oFP2qj-oY3gs8-oYgyHW-oFPsDz-9J7Uuk-oHd3Xo
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Iris 
Iris spp.    

■ 200 to 300 species in three flower categories: 
bearded, beardless, and crested ■ Clumping 
growth form ■ Grows from rhizomes  
■ Prefers well-drained soil

Height: 2–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–24 
Bloom: March–June, varies by species 
Spread: Varies by species  
Flowers: Varies by species
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/finnfrode/12945108303/in/photolist-kHV4Gt-fe46zm-cjFZvb-dXdvna-9B2oAZ-4GZisE-biqfbZ-bx22GN-4QtC7R-eeYZM1-fv4R9Z-ecokN5-6sZzFU-nnYQKq-bTKofT-8GyNaH-6s5WbP-4JJpGZ-nhqQGe-9zCHhD-e9gRWm-iG5Ra-k8AdQb-bCuxd1-83eMpJ-5vVB55-o1qMmv-9gsQ9h-a8LAMB-efH9GF-nbFQ6U-bxf949-2wPBbo-nG9XyR-6A3Foq-NxKUD-nUw6rx-72D75e-ev8hju-iWtMdK-nqMe3m-nUXjra-eEx6nu-byo7Nd-nAwsfc-8HVWhi-da7dCN-9kgReu-2UQhUq-c4hDyQ
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Jack in the Pulpit
Arisaema triphyllum    

■ Upright growth form ■ Red berries in fall  
■ Tender tuber that likes a cool, woodland 
setting

Height: 1–3'      	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 12–18"   	Bloom: June–July 
Flowers: Green, purple-lavender
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Jacob's Ladder
Polemonium spp.  

■ Prefers evenly moist soil and some shade to 
prevent leaf scorch  
■ Some species resist rabbits

Height: 12–30"		 Spread: 12–30"
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Bloom: June 		  Flowers: Blue
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


perennials Joe Pye Weed
Eutrochium fistulosum   

■ Upright growth form  
■ Best in rich soil with ample water  
■ Tolerant of clay soil and wet soil

Height: 3–9'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 1–3'		  Bloom: August–November
Flowers: Pale purple, mauve pink
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


perennials Lady’s Mantle
Alchemilla spp.     

■ Dense clumps of attractive foliage  
■ Stems hold flowers above foliage  
■ Good for clay soil ■ Self-seeds

Height: 9–12"  Spread: 12"
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Bloom: June–August 
Flowers: Greenish–yellow

NO

Ph
ot

o: 
An

dr
ea

 Ki
rk

by
/C

C B
Y-

NC
 2.

0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/12071889%40N00/6126833885/in/photolist-akpCfZ-45STGy-bLJ9BK-6i2kCf-6j42t5-8kg5j6-jnzjLz-Pvog6-6iYRji-8rRBjJ-9a9PUU-9a9PXw-54nPgQ-eED6Zw-c4xDG1-byKj4S-9UzLo6-6KNRSH-2nXsv-PY5BR-6r7vQc-dTcG4b-gnCFqa-cNNsQN-8iUxGs-eiNJ5m-8iRnMn-ce4eVC-ekqeMY-6qEsQE-c6fJRq-6LZDBe-41qBFg-eRfZMY-PnHfd-41uSPj-HKR61-6F3Zjw-ewHcGP-9wwoZC-6w3tQi-6w7QxE-9A6HMj-6qDbpY-6q62rb-893oYr-6rbFTG-5RRmyu-a8KiTk-6F3YjS-6G9L31
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


perennials Lamb's Ear
Stachys byzantina   

■ Grown for blue-gray, fuzzy foliage ■ Used 
as groundcover ■ Tolerates rabbits, dry soil, 
drought, and rocky soil

Height: 9–18"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 12–18"	 Bloom: May–July
Flowers: Purplish–pink
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perennials Lavender, many spp.
Lavandula spp. (evergreen)    

■ Fragrant herb ■ Striking in massed plantings 
■ Drought tolerant, once established  
■ Prune annually to maintain plant health and 
flowering

Height: 12"–4'  Spread: 1–4' 
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Flowers: White, pink, blue, lavender, purple 
Bloom: June–November, varies by species
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/98649074%40N00/3221422028/in/photolist-5UECx7-6rpW8J-isNs2t-b74N84-uZmLK-uZcTL-uZfQw-uZfQu-xwBGU-xwBGY-xwBGQ-xwBGX-xwBGW-aH8DiP-aH8CXc-aJMwxR-bMmEDV-4MHrZS-5Y1neU-4tBEbA-8DAEGa-Fc8Zf-24jekE-5XW6yp-5Y1irE-5Y1gBy-5XW2Ua-awo4JF-azjTkS-fkgTqf-7WMzva-6pNW1u-huoLXw-uZmLP-5NogfJ-direjg-uZmLN-bMWxJx-7LAGFV-9939oh-9939aU-9938Vm-98YZMz-9939hw-99396o-98Z11e-9938Rb-99393C-9939vo-5Nom1q-4TPSX2
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Leopard's Bane
Doronicum spp.    

■ Showy flower ■ Prefers moist (not soggy) soil  
■ Prefers partial shade in hot locations

Height: 1–4' 	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 1–2' 	 Bloom: April–June
Flowers: Yellow
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/33037982%40N04/6842490914/in/photolist-bqDyah-gukE68-gukFoD-4mz2uG-azoVdh-i9Fknw-8kS2HQ-93eHbb-4mz26f-59nqg3-59icwr-6RxKiE-81XeDD-oxRHzm-oES8Rz-gun8ru-gunrZ8-7Z98Mk-4LCjKJ-H9uot-fWgQi3-ehV5pg-ei1QKL-cRfFDm-DXzJE-9XD7Ti-6yy5YQ-nSymGW-9LiVkq-nQdABm-51CkLh-h7tpxD-4YxpVw-f2gmL1-bVEqPr-52R4tv-4XmZqS-bRVKgR-6uNJgz-bCAsNu-d6Aa85-F49SW-nQStsT-71cAEV-odMFmp-nvPb3x-nvP6Mt-nu5w3A-ntLqoJ-4LCjru
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


perennials Lily-of-the-Valley
Convallaria majalis    

■ Creeping groundcover ■ Poisonous  
■ Rhizome does well under trees ■ Fragrant  
■ Tolerates heavy shade, clay soil, and rabbits

Height: 6–12"      	USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 12–18"   	Bloom: March  
Flowers: White
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


perennials Lupine
Lupinus spp.   

■ Good companion plant in garden for  
increasing soil nitrogen ■ Some species can be 
toxic to animals and livestock ■ Prefers good 
drainage ■ Water need varies by species

Height: 1–5'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–6
Spread: 1–5'		  Bloom: May–July
Flowers: White, pink, rose, blue, purple
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perennials Mariposa Lily
Calochortus gunnisonii    

■ Erect stems hold a single flower  
■ Grows from edible bulb ■ Will spread  
■ Needs moderate water during bloom

Height: 12"    Spread: 6"    Bloom: March–May      
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Flowers: Yellow, purple lavender, red,  
pink, white
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perennials Meadow Rue
Thalictrum fendleri   

■ Delicate-looking but rugged woodland plant 
■ Fern-like foliage ■ Easy to grow with few 
problems ■ Can take some sun ■ Dies back in 
summer in dry sites

Height: 2–3'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 1–4'		  Bloom: May–August
Flowers: White, whitish-green
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Missouri Goldenrod
Solidago missouriensis   

■ Low-growing ■ Showy flowers ■ Grows in 
sandy, gravelly soils ■ Tolerates drought  
■ Easy to grow

Height: 1–2'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 1–3'		  Bloom: July–September
Flowers: Yellow
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perennials Mistflower
Eupatorium coelestinum   

■ Long bloom period ■ Sometimes called  
hardy ageratum because of flower  
■ Prefers moist soil in full sun

Height: 18–36"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–10
Spread: 18–36"	 Bloom: July–October
Flowers: Blue
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Monkshood
Aconitum spp.    

■ Upright growth form ■ Tuberous roots  
■ All parts are poisonous ■ Dies back in winter  
■ Needs regular water ■ Showy flowers  
■ Tolerates rabbits

Height: 6"–4'  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 1–2'	 Bloom: August–September  
Flowers: Purple
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Native Beebalm  
or Wild Bergamot
Monarda fistulosa   

■ Clumping growth form ■ Gray-green foliage 
■ Prefers well-drained, dry to medium  
moist soil ■ Tolerates poor soils ■ Needs good 
air circulation

Height: 2–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 2–3'		  Bloom: July–September
Flowers: Pink, lavender
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


perennials Northern Bedstraw
Galium boreale  

■ Showy flowers ■ Spreads by creeping roots 
■  Prefers moist, well-drained soils ■ Does not 
tolerate heavy, wet soils ■ Best in wild gardens

Height: 1–3'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 12–18"	 Bloom: May–August
Flowers: White
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perennials Oriental Poppy
Papaver orientale   

■ Adds color to garden ■ Give 1 inch of water 
per week while in bloom. ■ Do not overwater 
during dormancy.

Height: 2–3'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 1–2'		  Bloom: June–July
Flowers: White, pink, orange, salmon, red, 
maroon
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


perennials Ornamental Strawberry
Fragaria spp.    

■ Spreading plant with attractive foliage and 
small flower ■ Grows in sandy or well-drained 
soil and rock gardens

Height: 4–8"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 12–18"	 Bloom: March–May
Flowers: White
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perennials Pasque Flower
Pulsatilla patens   

■ Both flowers and seedheads are ornamental  
■ Fern-like foliage ■ Well-drained soils a must  
■ Prefers gritty, dry to medium moist soil  
■ Tolerates drought and partial shade

Height: 3–12"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 3–6"		  Bloom: March–April
Flowers: Blue-violet
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perennials Pearly Everlasting
Anaphalis margaritacea     

■ Upright, clump-forming ■ Spreads easily  
■ Easy to care for ■ Prefers full sun ■ Tolerates 
poor soils ■ Typically grows to 18 inches

Height: 1–3'     	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 1–2'   		 Bloom: July–September  
Flowers: Whitish
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perennials Penstemon or  
Beardtongue
Penstemon spp.  

■ Comes in variety of shapes, colors, bloom 
times ■ Tolerates drought, dry soil, and clay 
soil ■ Avoid planting in wet, poorly drained 
soils.

Height: 1–6'	 Spread: 1–3' 
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species  
Bloom: May–August, varies by species 
Flowers: Pink, red, orange, yellow, blue, 
purple, white
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perennials Phlox
Phlox spp.   

■ Creeping phlox is low and spreads  
■ Tall varieties can be up to 4 feet

Height: 6"–4'	 Spread: 1–3' 
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Bloom: March–August, varies by species  
Flowers: White, pink, lavender, orange, red, 
purple
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perennials Prairie Coneflower or  
Mexican Hat
Ratibida columnifera  

■ Clumping growth form ■ Unusual, showy 
flower ■ Tolerates low fertility and drought  
■ Easy to grow

Height: 12–24"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 1–10
Spread: 18"		  Bloom: June–September
Flowers: Yellow, mahogany-red
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perennials Prairie Smoke
Geum spp.   

■ Seedheads of some species are showy  
■ Good in ordinary soil  
■ Needs good drainage

Height: Up to 20"   USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–7
Spread: Up to 12" 
Bloom: March–August, varies by species
Flowers: White, yellow, orange, red, maroon
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perennials Rockcress
Arabis spp.    

■ Forms carpet of gray-green foliage covered  
in fragrant flowers in spring ■ Easily grown  
in any soil with good drainage in hot,  
sunny areas

Height: 6"    Spread: 18"    Bloom: April–May  
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Flowers: White
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perennials Russian Sage
Perovskia atriplicifolia  

■ Shrubby perennial ■ Drought tolerant  
■ Long summer bloom ■ Tolerates dry soil,  
clay soil, and rabbits

Height: 3–5' 		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 2–4'		  Bloom: July–October
Flowers: Lavender, blue
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perennials Sage
Artemisia spp.    

■ Aromatic, silvery-green foliage ■ Evergreen 
to semi-evergreen ■ Insignificant flower  
■ Spreading growth form

Height: 2–3'   Spread: 1–12', varies by species   
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Bloom: July–August   
Flowers: Greenish–yellow
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Salvia or Sage
Salvia spp.    

■ Good choice for hot, dry spots  
■ Tolerates drought  
■ Blooms for a long period

Height: 1–6'   Spread: 1–4'    Bloom: May–June
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Flowers: Blue, red, pink, lavender
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perennials Sand Lily
Leucocrinum montanum    

■ Fragrant ■ Does best in fast-draining, 
alkaline, sandy, or rocky soils

Height: 2–10"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–9
Spread: 4–8"		  Bloom: May
Flowers: White with yellow stamens
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perennials Saxifrage
Saxifraga hirsuta   

■ Loose, spreading, evergreen cushions  
■ Tolerates wide range of soils 
■ Used as groundcover

Height: 6–12"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 15–18"	 Bloom: May–June
Flowers: White, pinkish
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perennials Scarlet Gilia
Ipomopsis aggregata   

■ Showy native  
■ Bright accent for garden  
■ Prefers sandy or loamy soils

Height: 3–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–11
Spread: 1'		  Bloom: August–October
Flowers: Red
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


perennials Sea Thrift
Armeria maritima     

■ Forms a dense cushion of grassy growth  
■ Great for rock gardens ■ Do not overwater.

Height: 6–12"      	USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 6–12"   	 Bloom: May–July  
Flowers: Pink
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perennials Sedges
Carex spp.    

Height: Varies by species  
Spread: Varies by species     
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Bloom: Grown for foliage  
Flowers: Insignificant, varies by species
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■ Grass-like, clumping growth form ■ Wide 
variety of foliage colors ■ Tolerates variety of 
growing conditions ■ Water need varies by 
species 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/22861288%40N00/6336832160/in/photolist-aDXVqU-aDU3Fx-aDXVcb-aDU3Bc-aDXV6U-9teQu7-cXgrvG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Shasta Daisy
Leucanthemum x superbum    

■ Showy flower ■ Tolerates drought and  
rabbits ■ Remove dead flowers to promote 
more bloom.

Height: 2–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 2–3'		  Bloom: July–September
Flowers: White rays with yellow centers
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perennials Small Sunflower
Helianthus pumilus   

■ Native to dry, rocky, sunny, open sites  
■ Tough plants ■ Spreading growth form  
■ Give some moisture for best results  
■ Seeds attract birds.

Height: 12–40" 	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–9
Spread: 12" to indefinite 
Bloom: June–November    Flowers: Yellow

Ph
ot

o: 
Ha

rla
n B

. H
er

be
rt,

 Bu
gw

oo
d.o

rg
/C

C B
Y 3

.0 
US

NO

www.ipmimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5504597
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/


perennials Small-leaf Pussytoes
Antennaria parvifolia    

■ Creates a tight, woolly mat and roots as  
it spreads

Height: 6" or less      USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–7
Spread: 9–12"   	      Bloom: May–September  
Flowers: Whitish
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perennials Spreading Golden  
Banner
Thermopsis divaricarpa   

■ Strongly curved, spreading seed pods  
■ Tolerates rocky soils and drought  ■ Member 
of pea family ■ Upright growth form

Height: 12–24"		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 12–24"	 Bloom: May–August
Flowers: Yellow
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perennials Spring Beauty
Claytonia lanceolata  

■ Native woodland plant ■ Erect form  
■ Needs moist soil ■ Grows from seed or  
edible corms ■ Upright growth form

Height: 2–10"   Spread: 6–8"  Bloom: April–July
USDA Hardiness Zone: 1–5 (can grow in  
alpine conditions)    		
Flowers: White or pink with dark pink veins
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perennials Sulphur Flower 
Erigonum umbellatum    

■ Evergreen foliage ■ Colorful, showy flowers  
■ Best in gritty, well-drained soil ■ Self-sows

Height: 6–12" 		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 1–3'		  Bloom: June–September
Flowers: Yellow
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perennials Sun Rose
Helianthemum nummularium    

■ Showy flower ■ Good as groundcover  
■ Drought tolerant  
■ Prefers dry, alkaline, well-drained soils

Height: 6–12"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–7
Spread: 2–3'		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: Pastel pink, yellow
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perennials Sweet Woodruff
Galium odoratum  

■ Good for shady gardens ■ Good for ground-
cover and edgings ■ Spreads rapidly in rich  
soil with moisture ■ Self-sows

Height: 8–12"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: Indefinite	 Bloom: May–August
Flowers: White
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perennials Thyme
Thymus spp. 

■ Versatile garden plants, from small bushes to 
groundcovers ■ Fragrant leaves ■ Many species 
edible ■ Tolerates many soils

Height: 3–18"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 1' or more	 Bloom: July–August
Flowers: Blue, lavender
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/61416618%40N00/2606015852/in/photolist-4YhvHN-4Yhyp1-8vWA8r-8uo17T-8vWzzz-dw6ybr-a9Cf7T-e5X3PF-fzCigJ-avMFMA-78rzed-cCPRSm-oj7fN-oj7bf-5iuBvG-avK1Xz-8Ezigy-cPb9mJ-9cSPep-8LdHtY-cPaU6Y-2hCLBj-avK9tz-87kWxX-akH8Gu-9cSL7K-7jokvD-7jsdXL-7jokzK-7jokBF-2hyonp-avK9UM-7Y8P48-9DWDMD-bXRxBW-du7Bij-52CZHQ-8nGJF5-8nGJns-9G16ui-avKbZZ-avKafH-avMRg7-avKbCr-dgAmRm-6nRGy3-4SAR43-cDZcgs-4Padix-6ru2eX-UCVV4
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


perennials Tickseed
Coreopsis  spp.   

■ Sunflower family ■ Self-sowing seeds attract 
birds ■ Tolerates average to poor soil with  
good drainage

Height: 6–36", varies by species 
Spread: Up to 24"  Bloom: March–November 
USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Flowers: Yellow, orange, maroon, red
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perennials Torch Lily or  
Red-Hot Poker
Kniphofia uvaria     

■ Fragrant, showy, unusual flowers  
■ Tolerates drought and rabbits  
■ Does not tolerate wet, heavy soils

Height: 2–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 2–3'		  Bloom: June–August
Flowers: Yellow to deep coral
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/rod_waddington/7134114493/in/photolist-bSqcG2-fho66F-9HbHzy-ceN59b-ePZPiw-d9gwqU-dmztSY-7Dpzjo-5SeM4a-nV7Kv8-nTpXHw-e1xJ9s-4RC9xw-MJ5jp-gyfUZ-dvLiTr-5oZVMC-89j7cS-9hptUz-5jKLf5-74oUFp-77FW8w-93iiLm-cYP4GN-5bKz5f-88Y77r-7QVLe1-nTwofx-nB2ZpN-a8MovS-8jckNy-fhCkrC-fhCkN1-6KyxZW-8iDzAF-4Ahfba-8iDzFa-3KPRHD-5oVCvp-5oZVrU-8y8eHj-nVYQVg-9eVs3t-892mjo-4WBJ1b-8oa6Vh-8o6Wdg-8j96y8-3M1k33-8ogLKx
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


perennials Virginia Creeper
Parthenocissus quinquefolia   

■ Deciduous, woody, tendril-climbing vine  
■ Needs little or no support ■ Tolerates heavy 
shade, drought, clay soil, and black walnut

Height: 30–50'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 5–10'		  Bloom: May–August
Flowers: Greenish-white
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/60892750%40N00/15365992325/in/photolist-ppQJba-NYgNw-aBd5t2-p8mqym-673aFQ-6KRNVA-2kumWS-c7cgGy-6KSbq7-6KScoJ-fbLMaD-5vP26V-5f6Ca-6dZKMn-d7bSFY-bpWjJy-oZaGMB-8dhBqw-8dhByU-3XegTE-7XwhBr-5sTm4S-j8A41v-8dhCfS-fc254f-fbLLoi-fc23t1-fbLN5P-pTJC5-oHeV8L-oHeKKM-oHfqVZ-oHfmKV-oZt8tB-ddEGDX-4LKL6-pj4Wtn-r9VMZ-aCKC2h-5EjY44-doE7uV-3o49bM-78QpLN-dqy7ca-NYgMq-5BxHtL-aE3Y9x-5wc4FV-aMjgx4-6HwmLo
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Western Spiderwort
Tradescantia occidentalis  

■ Erect, branching stems ■ Flowers last one day 
■ Hybridizes readily ■ Tolerates most soils,  
if well-drained

Height: Up to 2'	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 12–15"	 Bloom: June–July
Flowers: Pink, purple
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/warriorwoman531/6196409418/in/photolist-arydD9-awCiSk-awCmCK-nWaQLe-awF2pU-awCjr2-awF4CJ-awCjR2-awF5aW-6ktoJZ-oxYF3t-MBPuv-7xtj6Q-nLJVVj-4ZfF9C-awCkfF-7FmpDn-oiwAZL-hPtYKo-ubGp7-7QgyYK-7QjUgo-4QFs8b-nLK5yE-7H32ZK-7H6Yxy-7H71Nf-bEy3rW-6VSNyC-8tEC4W-8tECk9-6qzro2-6qDzLE-8eMXEM-7xpBKD-323G8m-6W6JnT-323mFE-hPurqB-hY46N-2Y3dk8-2Y2F3e-4Q5etQ-oRc7n7-oRbCpx-ufy9i
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


perennials Western Wallflower
Erysimum asperum   

■ Upright growth form ■ Gray seedpods  
■ Needs regular water ■ Do not overwater.

Height: 6–12"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 9–12"		  Bloom: April–June
Flowers: Orange, bright yellow
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/37815745%40N04/3599500104/in/photolist-6u5nYC-a68auV-82r8R7-82o1qi-bYTsWf-b3SieF-b3ShFT-6jERLL-appic6-ey2K5a-c4S3h9-esNuiW-7CPpS4-86ASAD-86ASt6-22VoY-cd8GA1-cd8Fwo-cd8G4o-9pxDEK-9tQVSk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


perennials Whiplash Daisy  
or Trailing Fleabane
Erigeron flagellaris    

■ Flowers held above foliage on upright stems  
■ Spreads by runners ■ Good for low-water 
landscapes ■ Good for sandy soil and rock  
gardens ■  Do not overwater.

Height: 6" or less	    USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–5
Spread: 6–12"		     Bloom: May–August
Flowers: White, near white
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/8568946%40N06/1557478882/in/photolist-3nCudb-4ReYEz-9QEhcP-9V4reW-8zDmUy-aAh8Pe-81r9cu-dXfatJ-6T65Dg-6HGXjH-6qv6eN-8zvfM8-68UTAX-ev34Zr-fFXDUQ-eNJWot-6qqWXH-6qv6XY-8gucXw-9Rj97a-bXXKUw-8uAQYz-hqBJw7-hqBJe3-hqCV6i-hqCXnT-hqCYAz-frVkFo-8moCo6-fh8fTM-gp2zQb-fsow7g-f3WSpT-fs4U5L-gd9Z71-caqAY9
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perennials Windflower
Anemone blanda    

■ Hardy tuber, daisy-like flower with soft,  
green, ferny foliage ■ Can be used as ground-
cover ■ Provides spring and summer interest

Height: 6–12"      	USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8 
Spread: 6–12"   	 Bloom: March–April  
Flowers: Blue, white, pink, purple-red
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/16324044%40N00/7084896053/in/photolist-bN4WLe-Hxki1-6eL86L-6eC6Gk-7SaHAC-9C5np4-9C5npR-9zpymx-7SuCuA-gt6Jm-9zsysh-9DhN9V-9B3LSv-9Ahnki-9yob8v-eicLNZ-9xMNcx-9AhmWv-C2PU8-5tVybR-4XHhGa-bLJaDV-4Ktt4x-9ynmac-46GWHp-9yoaaa-9ynkGF-eczRk2-C2PTY-eczRCt-C2PU2-eM5ukq-ecFudm-bDyamR-9ynkgk-9ynB4k-Bx81e-9EH3dU-9xMiQk-9xQgNU-9ET27K-b2gYu-9wS1xS-9wS1CU-e9j8RY-bDxNvr-bvosw1-dhuPJC-dhuPYJ-dhnwGG-dhnvyP
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


perennials Yarrow
Achillea spp.   

■ Fern-like foliage in various shades ranging 
from green to gray ■ Drought tolerant ■ Makes 
nice dried or cut flowers ■ Can be invasive

Height: 6–36"      USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 12–24"   Bloom: May–September  
Flowers: White, yellow, red, orange, pink
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perennials Yellow Monkey Flower
Mimulus guttatus   

■ Can be small and sparse to tall and bushy  
■ Needs moist soil ■ Grows in bogs and  
wetlands ■ Spreading growth form

Height: 1–3'	 Spread: 20–48" 
USDA Hardiness Zone: Wide range 
Flowers: Yellow	 Bloom: March–August
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/livenature/5779663708/in/photolist-9NJhEh-5CWMNt-yWZsc-gJ5tcw-cRinrm-dg5PU-azSiYT-fju58-dg5PS-51BShB-Cp2Vv-9NJbBb-nZMtuC-56P2y1-56LBh6-ei3ZRm-ehXh4V-o7U8wJ-9HwcG9-6gAAnY-9TP9LQ-Hp2u9-yXuXG-a2woYy-aQo8WZ-aQo3xc-aQqzH8-bkXJcm-6Rokdd-9x1wm9-9e1pS-9e1qi-gNKtXY-KVfep-4FFsuA-9ZECSu-9ZECYd-cDepNj-8jNhqK-daq7ge-dG5bFr-9mhWMS-9meSbz-9mhWK3-cvL4M3-53Lj5B-e8o6jT-Z5jSY-aQo3R6-6rwjY
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perennials Yucca
Yucca spp. 

■ Dramatic, bold, structural plant ■ Sword-
shaped foliage ■ Flowers produced on spikes 
■ Needs well-drained soil ■ Very drought 
tolerant 

Height: Up to 5' 		  Spread: Up to 3'    
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Bloom: May–June	 Flowers: White
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/11946969%40N00/31243093/in/photolist-3L8u2-HcRKT-6ue5WE-buonj8-9Ufta5-iQvkVy-c94Pyq-aVUaLr-ftwtrA-92Hu2W-4XdH7L-dTi3M4-42eEgB-4J15Wp-4J5jvN-9iyJcs-6WABZ8-9JCJA5-e9NDUF-f7gs5-9P56-7fJ9k8-apdeof-cgN5uh-6C1yzn-88EEZq-83wQto-7uyXYg-G5aCy-3wXwS-8b7gam-f8e4hH-fbqVDc-eeLUek-4kbTzZ-5UN8aq-ehmNVU-87udB3-6F7k69-83tJ9r-FaTrC-fr4Nf-8fZdrS-6HJmFM-9Y5FXd-5gbo4H-4J5jkd-4J15RV-fr9CA4-MB1HR-3WaECG
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shrubs & woody vines Alder Buckthorn
Rhamnus frangula

■ Deciduous ■ Dark, glossy leaf ■ Columnar 
cultivar available ■ Can grow in wet soils and 
bogs ■ Prefers acidic soil 

Height: 5–16'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 2–7
Spread: 6–13'		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: Whitish-green
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/23326361%40N04/4903136459/in/photolist-8tgRDv-6RrTD5-7adKf8-4pMvaq-fUggFh-6QCr9S-6Qyn2T-3gYE3f-6vjXKN-6vjYSE-cTdZZE-875n94-6BykXk-6BCuBL-7adMD2-8A7CGp-e3A4he-e3A4ci-7bw793-gM4DEC-h7eu6L-hGe6iC-5nR4X7-5nLPAe-5nR5a1-5Hdwrb-e3FJ4d-5TgmBu-bJ64wv-bJ656n-5H9e3e-5MGtgs
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shrubs & woody vines American  
Beautyberry
Callicarpa americana

■ Deciduous ■ Showy purple berries give 
winter interest ■ Open growth form  
■ Tolerates clay soil ■ Needs full sun to fruit 

Height: 3–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–10
Spread: 3–6'		  Bloom: June–August
Flowers: Lavender, pink
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/49503096783%40N01/2931053378/in/photolist-5t1q45-bCwvjv-5Em6Zn-gN8fix-5XtCVs-bEvuwu-6A4G2P-3HzQ8t-6zP3c2-a7f8Dk-7Mgi8K-8KgKm9-aqY7iz-7MfwTc-7Mfxpk-a2A6nS-8B67TH-6VyjA2-7hXsgU-wP295-8T39eC-6Vyou3-7xKMrp-6VtPpV-8yDqY8-pnMHJ-n5VSf-8ErN96-7fEbyd-893PZw-hsyQuv-af4yKJ-agrwAF-4vKfD8-aMrcvp-aB3U8W-7iqRLT-7iuKMS-5KESHN-7koGk4-ayXwgK-5eci7z-jRChU4-dvQLuB-dfKCyn-dvQLoB-8HTQ26-8HWYHA-8HWVXJ-8HWWBY-dvQLwV
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shrubs & woody vines American Hazelnut
Corylus americana 

■ Deciduous ■ Edible nut ■ Showy flower  
■ Good fall color ■ Prefers well-drained soil  
■ Tolerates clay soil ■ Produces suckers

Height: 10–16'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 8–13'		  Bloom: March–April
Flowers: Brown or red
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shrubs & woody vines Black Elder or  
Common Elder
Sambucus nigra 

■ Deciduous ■ Rugged bark ■ Best in full sun 
■ Tolerates wide range of soils, including clay 
soil ■ Can be used as small tree ■ Produces 
suckers

Height: 8–20'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 8–20'		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: White
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/livenature/4654531348/in/photolist-86iG1u-6t7Yv4-eeUdb6-aBiYUn-eByp6c-6nv6Ap-5LstHK-c9ye7A-f9uZ9h-5b3Yvt-eQWCEA-ffyqHN-8czFaL-e34wPY-62ERS6-fCvdAd-6kkwgg-etDdiG-dQcLsU-cqYL6m-dQ79HR-dXAhof-LWcAK-Mt88y-5ikN33-3dYi9v-4KrK5e-3JeJnQ-gXVFHq-4UDUFV-4T3jvu-cu2Yas-9s5N18-bEvwSb-8aJJJy-fpkWi-bvEEU1-nqGv7R-fmYeg-dp8tF1-4WKefw-6tFULG-8aJjXo-nC9gjU-6BNXaB-bXehGQ-596ARW-596ASY-gbffsy-8Cqt9h
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shrubs & woody vines Blackberry and  
Raspberry
Rubus spp.

■ Evergreen and deciduous ■ Prefers acidic, 
rich, well-drained soil ■ Spreading growth form

Height: 6'	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 1' to indefinite   
Bloom: March–August, depending on species   
Flowers: White to pink
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shrubs & woody vines Bluebeard,  
Blue-mist, or Blue Spirea
Caryopteris x clandonensi 

■ Deciduous ■ Low-growing mound ■ Prefers 
well-drained soil ■ Tolerates some drought  
■ Good cut, fragrant flower

Height: 2–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 2–4'		  Bloom: July–September
Flowers: Sky-blue
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/32598399%40N00/2838115918/in/photolist-5jN5Z5-5jHNPK-37X47x-8LxeeF-8vnGRZ-dyycpc-addquv-addqg4-9MQfUx-dcZgf8-5p6gTT-5p6eAB-b5uYXX-ekdu3g-ekjeky-ekjdJw-ekjeTq-8KkEPY-c2jfgW-8Ltjyh-5UKL9Y-5UFodg-aoBuo8-9iDPTw-5u9J5K-5u9HwM-8BXo4N-8BWY5x-cADFuW-daPzma-8zgB2K-arudtU-8zu9qX-9MT1QW-dxcfHK-9NUhSV-8u369G-dxcfMc-fLxgE2-bN49qp-aqEeHZ-5izRqY-dwCgta-2LwFLe-fQc6ZX-8rKXNR-cPNfny-9FWTgh-9FWTjj-9FTYaK-fNjWxb
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shrubs & woody vines Buckthorn
Rhamnus spp. 

■ Evergreen and deciduous ■ Grown for  
form and foliage ■ Inedible black berries can 
stain pavement ■ Some are good hedge and 
windbreaks ■ Reseeds

Height: 3–22' 	 Spread: 3–12' 
Bloom: March–May
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Flowers: Cream to green
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shrubs & woody vines Buffaloberry
Shepherdia spp. 

■ Deciduous ■ Berry is red or orange and is 
edible but bitter ■ Tolerates poorest soils and 
dry conditions ■ Tolerates cold and drought 

Height: 6–20' 		  Spread: 3–10'  
Bloom: April–May
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Flowers: White, yellow
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shrubs & woody vines Bumald Spirea
Spiraea x bumalda

■ Deciduous ■ Dense, mounded growth form 
■ Pink-purple new foliage ■ Bronzy, autumn 
foliage ■ Prefers well-drained soil ■ Tolerates a 
wide variety of soil types

Height: 2–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 2–5'		  Bloom: June–August
Flowers: White, pink, mauve, dark lavender, 
yellow-red
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shrubs & woody vines Buttonbush
Cephalanthus occidentalis

■ Deciduous ■ Open, rounded growth form  
■  Adapts to wide range of soils except dry soil 
■ Seed pods give winter interest

Height: 5–12'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 4–8'		  Bloom: June
Flowers: White
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Carolina Silverbell
Halesia carolina 

■ Deciduous ■ Good fall color ■ Can be grown 
as multi-stemmed shrub or single-trunk tree 
with broad, rounded growth form ■ Needs 
acidic soil

Height: 30–40'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 20–35'		 Bloom: April
Flowers: White
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shrubs & woody vines Chickasaw Plum
Prunus angustifolia 

■ Deciduous ■ Multi-stemmed shrub or small 
tree ■ Tart, edible fruit ■ Tolerates wide range 
of growing conditions ■ Thicket-forming  
■ Produces suckers 

Height: 4–20'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 4–20'		  Bloom: March
Flowers: White
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Cholla and Prickly  
Pear Cactus 
Opuntia spp.

■ Also called paddle cactus ■ Over 200 species 
■ Showy flowers ■ Fruit on some species is 
edible

Height: 3–9'	 Spread: 3–9'
Bloom: March–May, varies by species
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Flowers: Vary by species
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shrubs & woody vines Cotton Lavender
Santolina chamaecyparissus

■ Evergreen ■ Low, mounding growth form  
■  Gray-green foliage ■ Showy, fragrant  
flowers ■ Tolerates drought and poor soils  
■ Used as groundcover or edging

Height: 1–2'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–9
Spread: 1–3'		  Bloom: July–August
Flowers: Yellow
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shrubs & woody vines Cranberry  
Cotoneaster
Cotoneaster apiculatus

■ Deciduous ■ Broad, upright, dense, slightly 
mounding ■ Tolerates rabbits ■ Red, showy 
berries 

Height: 2–3'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–7
Spread: 3–6'		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: Pink
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shrubs & woody vines Creeping Mahonia  
or Creeping Holly
 Berberis (Mahonia) repens

■ Evergreen ■ Edible berry is best for jams and 
jellies ■ Does best in well-drained, acidic soil  
■ Used as groundcover

Height: 9–12"		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 9–18"		  Bloom: March–May
Flowers: Yellow
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shrubs & woody vines Daphne
Daphne x burkwoodii 

■ Semi-evergreen ■ Very fragrant flowers  
■ Foliage and fruit are poisonous  
■ Gives excellent drainage ■ Needs neutral pH

Height: 3–5'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 3–5'		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: White, pale pink
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shrubs & woody vines Elderberry or  
American Elder
Sambucus canadensis

■ Deciduous ■ Stout, strong-growing ■ Edible 
berries are dark purple to black ■ Moisture- 
loving ■ Tolerates clay soil ■ Produces suckers

Height: 5–12'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 5–12'		  Bloom: June–July
Flowers: White

Ph
ot

o: 
Jo

n H
ay

es
/C

C B
Y-

NC
 2.

0

NO

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jnthnhys/5895133907/in/photolist-4kWFbt-6PAgR7-55BZN5-55xPkV-55BZPw-BeXsV-cgws6E-f1Xczr-f2ctUS-9YW6VM-4kWFVB-4m1rxo-ecsB6K-ecsAXe-8NC4Xv-bQBy5z-9YVsDT-5qBni7-4kP1aE-hrhk5-6NWyG4-6NWykc-9EMBkX-6P1HNy-7zhbFP-7oE1MB-abrP12-abGAD5-6P1J7S-8hD4p3-8hzNBt-atPKHk-4aAyjV-e1E66d-6f2YGC-6eXNf8-6f2ZvC-c59e7G-ohFfE5-o9sNW7-2YcGiU-nZnKkr-eSrKnH-nPwv6A-95E2SJ-95E3sh-95AYZM-95AZq8-nXrjde-nXrepq
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shrubs & woody vines False Indigo or  
Indigo Bush
Amorpha fruticosa

■ Deciduous ■ Loose, airy growth form  
■ Flowers rise above the foliage ■ Will  
naturalize along creeks and streams  
■ Fragrant flowers ■ Fast growing

Height: 6–10'	 Spread: 10–20'
Bloom: April–June
USDA Hardiness Zone: Wide range 
Flowers: Orange, blue, purple, violet
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shrubs & woody vines Fringe Tree
Chionanthus virginicus 

■ Deciduous ■ Spreading, rounded growth 
form ■ Good fall color ■ Seldom needs  
pruning ■ Does not tolerate dry conditions  
■ Blue-black fruit 

Height: 12–20'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 12–20'		 Bloom: May–June
Flowers: Creamy white
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shrubs & woody vines Gooseberry and  
Currant
Ribes spp.

■ Evergreen and deciduous ■ Many have 
showy flowers ■ Currant has no spines  
■  Gooseberry has spines ■ Berries are green, 
yellow, red, or black

Height: 3–8'	 Spread: 3–6'
Bloom: March–May
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Flowers: White, pink, red, yellow, purple
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Hardy Shrub Rose
Rosa spp.

■ Deciduous (some evergreen) ■ Hips give 
winter interest ■ Some are vigorous climbers 
■  Very low maintenance ■ Deer may browse 
flowers

Height: 1–9' or more		 Spread: 1–6'
Bloom: March–November, depending  
on species    USDA Hardiness Zone: Most zones 
Flowers: White, pink, red
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shrubs & woody vines Heather
Calluna spp.

■ Evergreen ■ True Scotch heather ■ Foliage 
can be wide range of colors (varies by species) 
■  Needs fast-draining, acidic soil ■ Needs full 
sun for best flowering

Height: 3"–3'	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8 
Spread: 3"–3'	
Bloom: July–November, varies by species  	
Flowers: White, pale pink, dark pink,  
lavender, purple
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shrubs & woody vines Highbush  
Blueberry
Vaccinium corymbosum

■ Deciduous ■ Erect growth form ■ Edible 
berry ■ Forms thickets ■ Must have acidic, 
well-drained soil

Height: 6–12'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 8–12'		  Bloom: May
Flowers: White, pinkish
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shrubs & woody vines Honeysuckle
Lonicera spp.

■ Evergreen and deciduous shrubs and vines  
■ Needs sun for best bloom ■ Sprawling 
growth form ■ Some can be very vigorous, 
and vines must have substantial support

Height: 3–36'	 Spread: 3–15', varies by species
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Bloom: April–June
Flowers: White, yellow, orange, pink, red
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shrubs & woody vines Ironwood
Carpinus caroliniana

■ Deciduous, globular form ■ Slow growing  
■ Good fall color and winter interest  
■ Tolerates clay soil

Height: 20–35'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 20–35'		 Bloom: December–February
Flowers: White (female), green (male)
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shrubs & woody vines Lilac
Syringa spp. 

■ Deciduous ■ Showy, fragrant flowers  
■ Some species are small trees ■ Some species 
produce suckers ■ Best in well-drained soils

Height: 4–8'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3b–7a
Spread: 4–12'		  Bloom: March–May
Flowers: White, pink, blue, lavender, purple
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Lowbush Blueberry
Vaccinium pallidum

■ Deciduous ■ Small shrub with arching 
branches ■ Edible berry that ripens  
midsummer ■ Used as groundcover ■ Water 
need depends on sun exposure

Height: 1–2'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 1–2'		  Bloom: April–May
Flowers: White, red, pink
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/tgpotterfield/11615140983/in/photolist-by5eGq-bLYVaF-9v7Mv6-doqgGH-iGpkLf-iGru83-iGoCKr-aQjRin-aQjR5g-aQjPBk-bBHNdM-boNRAu-bBHL9p-boNSCs-bBHMct-edN5EY-9LGVoU-9LDZe2-6aAK6V-bzeBzf-edN5P9-bzwEL1-bzwzt1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Mock Orange
Philadelphus spp.

■ Evergreen and deciduous ■ Very fragrant 
flowers ■ Prefers moderately fertile, well-
drained soil ■ Some species tolerate drought

Height: 4–15'	 Spread: 4–15'
Bloom: May–June
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Flowers: White, cream, gold
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/blumenbiene/4359142236/in/photolist-7DcK7L-nPG6GB-9Gexux-4Q2e1p-8oAqWt-bWxQ47-6vqFGi-6muSSW-fuQxaB-8SpTnz-9UfBBC-9fzcDw-6q8SFy-9GQetx-e3K6CW-f5RsXw-9EPTAu-8oki2p-nCHP3z-8euim4-8TmPk3-69KKvf-8npYFf-8npYRS-2xtuF-gzirc-51ix5S-8gqqUw-8gquLo-iAPwpN-c4yg49-6ozvfW-6KwXjh-9s7oQD-nENLq7-7DcK63-7WTttw-9HuHnY-69KKv5-4TRMEM-8US1Su-8UNXaD-8US1sL-8URZKu-8US1JC-8US1b3-6KsPrM-877dah-BewTc-BevZT
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Mountain  
Mahogany
Cercocarpus spp.  

■ Evergreen ■ Feather-like fruits give  
distinctive look in fall ■ Tolerates drought 
and most soils ■ Good for erosion control and 
windbreak

Height: 9–40'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 4–20'
Bloom: March–August, varies by species 
Flowers: White, cream
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/35478170%40N08/9559067404/in/photolist-fyGHGY-fysqEH-fyGHNE-fysqXZ-6KVuKc-edmjn1-e9DWFN-8D2nP2-6jTBT3-6jB3S4-7SDV5j-8qCaSq-faktP3-fakvHo-fLJ3TR-acCfMa-acCe8i-acF4MG-acCeJp-acF2yC-a9PRCU-a9M4DT-acF37q-a9XT3r-aa1GTq-a9XUPF-aa1EuE-aa1E19-a9XRRF-a9XUjv-aa16VL-a9XjUa-aa186h-aa17y5-dEQ24E-cMGH9f-2a4Wzn-9z8YCC-aqF5Gr-fp6XvY-dEJAUT-j8d66g-bwgG8j-aukccc-b74PgF-9ggSau-9ggSJd-8Gna7R-8Gn9ZF-8Y3QZn-8UgUpZ
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines New Jersey Tea
Ceanothus americanus

■ Deciduous ■ Compact, rounded growth  
form ■ Tolerates drought, dry soil, and  
shallow-rocky soil

Height: 3–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 3–5'		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: White
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/tgpotterfield/12096383694/in/photolist-jqV8ry-dKv1qT-5T7iej-65B1xc-65Fnnq-jZWNXB-65FQK1-65FDBC-f91acC-nZNtVP-nHBgCC-nZNv4k-nY4cWw-nY4e1L-nZNzHR-jqVsWg-jqVxFX-o4JuAk-6ZHwsd-ofwp8r-odFzD9-ofwphe-6scS1z-obHcTs-nWfF6q-87XQ6D-8su7cH-8cxNkF
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Oceanspray
Holodiscus discolor

■ Deciduous ■ Attractive ■ Looks similar to 
spirea ■ Erect to arching growth form  
■ Susceptible to few pests or diseases ■ Fragrant 
■ Tolerates wide range of soil moisture

Height: 10–20'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 10–20'		 Bloom: May–July
Flowers: White-cream
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/kathieleck/7426220956/in/photolist-9iHEUV-yXqf9-8oamYA-eGENMN-cwsDQN-f4GqHB-6GmZVo-5Dv9Gz-ceZ5nW-eXiJfk-e8F1cH-9WVETD-2yRYU-9TfsG8-29JKtF-51BRPc-2yS1q-29JM3r-2scLU8-fgtsZg-eRh78G-91jNEX-ao5prp-frVVgv-2ERJd7-ddcEat-cwsE57-m9s1V2-m9tHw9-m9rn2V-o9BVfD-cjejLm-29Piu1-29P9ef-29JUHk-822ZDn-51ZEHx-eYoMvd-eYoYkq-eYp6Rf-8jGa7x-eYoMJA-6Dz3FM-5dKf1f-o31mM1-dkPu2v-6ASixr-84Crht-do2EE8-6oA9cu
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Orchid Rockrose
Cistus x purpureus

■ Evergreen ■ Reddish stems ■ Wavy-edged, 
dark green leaf ■ Tolerates drought and heat  
■ Good for low-water landscapes ■ Prefers 
well-drained soils ■ Grows quickly

Height: 4–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 7–10
Spread: 4–6'		  Bloom: May–August
Flowers: Rose-purple
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Oregon Boxwood
Paxistima myrtifolia

■ Evergreen ■ Dense, neat growth form  
■ Makes good low hedge ■ Also used as 
groundcover ■ Best in well-drained, acidic soil

Height: 1–3'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 1–3'		  Bloom: April–July
Flowers: Pink, red, green
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shrubs & woody vines Oregon Grape
Berberis (Mahonia) aquifolium 

■ Evergreen ■ Winter interest ■ Plant spreads 
by stolons ■ Edible berries ■ Grow more than 
one plant for good fruit production. 

Height: 3–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 3–5'		  Bloom: March–May
Flowers: Yellow
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/37925259%40N00/236172807/in/photolist-mSrWX-f4AkbY-mq9pPX-kqn5xc-nNEYkw-bCU3EZ-nsHf6c-fQm3yB-bpZ6Cu-ebEuTm-8GjauF-cZE8z-7STdyQ-7STdtw-ain68a-Jza7f-eafQsN-82etXT-8Z3edH-ebySxc-8C93Fp-8C92Wi-8KuP5K-e1FD8v-e1FD3k-e1MhMd-8C93ir-ebEu6f-ebyPUV-a6SpQV-4ubLup-6oc998-6jsGCx-6jPehm-6jwMJo-6icMwQ-6jsBQD-6jK3Jv-83cT7c-6jPeVC-6hL2Ru-81N6Jk-6ocbna-6ocbBr-6oc7JM-6ogmeS-6ogiEj-6ognjN-4FGkae-4LaYmf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Pacific  
Rhododendron
Rhododendron macrophyllum

■ Evergreen ■ Showy shrub ■ Grows taller in 
shade and shorter and bushier in sun ■ Strong, 
stout stems ■ Prefers well-drained soil  
■ All parts are toxic

Height: 5–26'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–9
Spread: 5–15'		  Bloom: May–July
Flowers: Pink, rose-purple
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/29750062%40N06/14504029206/in/photolist-9HsrV3-86uQbA-ehaRwi-7YxZzB-ePGGoe-4UQ2n8-4UUePQ-6oSMhK-8pok8i-6vmKN1-evXbhG-5wruFf-o6EWz5-8bWgtw-GVqfm-8a7WVT-89PHoX-nW68jZ-4VhVt4-nW68Jg-nYd5sH-8ne25J-8hFQCR-czJrAb-8nHUJi-8ne2t1-bUSYca-nWhHLW-nDTSZw-nUkP73-nWhGX1-nDTTSd-da1uLG-8eVSAL-c8t1WQ-86rAae-86uMuN-86rzsB-6mjems-4VPnHQ-4VPnE3-4VPnzW-75JzC4-8hFQPx-8hK6qo-9nmYSp-9nq26C-9nmYP8-7yG2QJ-6Durv2
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Painted Buckeye
Aesculus sylvatica

■ Deciduous shrub or small tree  
■ Seeds, leaves, sprouts are highly toxic if eaten

Height: 5–15'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 6–10'		  Bloom: March–June
Flowers: Yellow, yellow-green, pink-green
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/68039521%40N00/2457740485/in/photolist-4KbyBX-9yHtTf-9vUCQX-btDqgu-bGydpK-bSYN6a-btDp13-btDoHN-9vUEzk-9y6Q76-9CD81N-66BrLc-9y2B6s-uUMR8-FcgQY-duYUL7-9r3ivY-6iqG1B-6iqH2F-6iqJ7B-6iqLkZ-6iuTao-bvEBrW-6bZr9W-37prgU-bp5Afb-bp5AfW-7NEm97-6bVeGi-bLvT5P-9CpBqY-9yEpBM-9yHqbs-k49PZz-dkgZMJ-9BfJab-exrhHX-exrjR4-exuxm7-eQbdt9-iv7tvd-9zbzAi-4Q1LcG-92MsNV-92QZP9-92QK63-932cQ9-92RgP3-92R8gy-932i3W-92MUgD
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Point Reyes  
Ceanothus
Ceanothus gloriosus

■ Evergreen ■ Spreading growth form ■ Will 
not tolerate drought ■ Good for erosion 
control ■ Prefers afternoon shade ■ Used as 
groundcover

Height: 2–3'	 USDA Hardiness Zone: 7–9
Spread: 6'	 Bloom: February–March
Flowers: Deep blue to purple
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/john_d_rusk/13971234894/in/photolist-96kcZo-9fXNWM-njjxca-njjsze-nhAeof-nhxW4k-bt1wNs-notJcW
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Possumhaw
Ilex decidua 

■ Deciduous ■ Upright, rounded, spreading 
growth form ■ Toothed leaf ■ Orange-red 
berries give fall and winter interest ■ Tolerates 
clay soil ■ Prefers moist, acidic soil

Height: 15–30'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 5–12'		  Bloom: March–May
Flowers: Dull white
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/ejmc/2287093187/in/photolist-4u6X8a-7qqaRV-7qq8k4-4vjP7G-eCk8ET-eCo7MY-eCkb6t-eCoppS-eCk7Ve-eCon3N-7uepQD-cYCefu-hDtom-hDtrA-dohGmb-hDtuz-3secwh-jjN8n-3Aurnu-3ApXxc-3Aud9f-3secjh-3AujHh-3s9BQV-3s9C2M-vKT4U-7TL3QQ
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Rabbitbrush
Chrysothamnus spp.

■ Loosely mounding, shrubby native  
■ Grows in open, sandy, and gravelly sites  
■ Tolerates drought 

Height: 4"–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 1–6'		  Bloom: July–September
Flowers: Yellow
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/35478170%40N08/4004128559/in/photolist-76QcVi-76QcKt-8RQxpL-fJ5nPV-fKHVVy-fKHWaG-fK8Gm1-76QcpZ-76U6FL-76QcyT-76U6S9-9iUvHz-9iXDeS-9iUxjM-9iUxtX-9iUx6F-8QwLkT-8QzSh3-8QzRLo-8QwL1D-8QwKRT-6kLkGa-6kQvb7-8NL14M-c7Cqvo-2Tdh76-2Bjfhg-gyTrgG-auqdiY-auqdLm-aunyiM-f3F4MV-ad7i75-2ohCMC-9XZNTt-9CRjcA-fJ9fBC-fxTFs3-fxTFHU-fxDofn-fy3zH1-fKHVHo-6DgxvA-dmS4Uq-dmS6NL-dmS5Qy-dmS3rU-dmS2fJ-dmS1nk-dmRY5x-dmRZac
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Red Buckeye
Aesculus pavia

■ Deciduous ■ Glossy green leaves ■ Showy 
flower and fruit ■ Tolerates clay soil ■ Prefers 
fertile, acidic, moist soils

Height: 12–15' or more  	 Spread: 12–15'
USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8	 Bloom: April–May 
Flowers: Bright red	   	
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/20664893%40N00/5814621660/in/photolist-9RPsrA-adQ3xs-eJa3Vf-g6T6U-g6T4T-3huEht-gnk1m-bK2mgB-JoYLH-JoYHg-9EjhNZ-7X96Dx-3dcxTf-eSLYc7-9GGeCw-3d8duK-9Ejitg-9EjiRn-bHJxaz-3d8fpv-3dcAeh-bqC2b5-buriBs-9AmjcP-2pMZV-4H5rGT-4H5rHt-9HrTAe-5YaVar-drdE2q-drdGsC-dLDKZq-4EXAsM-4F2XPN-dLygwv-6fK7zH-85qct7-7TL4BW-7TGPLz-7TL4GS-7YUAp1-7TGPuX-4WA4VH-bWQ24U
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Redosier Dogwood
Cornus sericea

■ Deciduous ■ Attractive red stems in winter 
■ Browsed by deer ■ Berry is green ■ Good 
autumn foliage

Height: 6–12'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 1–9
Spread: 6–12'		  Bloom: May–June
Flowers: White
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Rocky Mountain  
Maple
Acer glabrum

■ Deciduous ■ Upright growth form ■ Single or 
multi-stemmed ■ Good fall color ■ Can be used 
as substitute for vine maple in sunnier spots

Height: 6–30'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–7
Spread: 3–15'		  Bloom: March–May
Flowers: Yellowish-green
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Salal
Gaultheria shallon

■ Evergreen ■ Broad, leathery leaf ■ Used as 
understory groundcover ■ Can be grown in 
sun if well-watered ■ Blue-black berries used 
for jelly and jam ■ Sprawling growth form

Height: 3–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–8
Spread: Up to 5'	 Bloom: April–July
Flowers: White to pink
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/msanseve/3706904543/in/photolist-58DALo-9MhgmE-Nys4t-c9bLEL-dNHhc-dNHi3-nqujhH-nGFXgX-2Pc6NR-7rdEG8-6suE7Z-e6AWwe-4YNrDV-7fwaLh-mULGxM-9nq1X5-2yS6G-9fVZs6-e6AWxa-6DyRzi-cPLr5w-orbkBZ-frV6ke-4XhjVb-tNq9j-ibiZUk-84kzXB-eCbWy3-iE3sLy-8k7bpA-9nq21j-6tQBNY-84kA8V-8jGcmD-84RqeN-9ZSUYy-bZYR8h-cz9Z3Y-cTH6vN-cTH6jd-aqKrRU-8LEasy-nMAsaQ-o4YDah-6a2bvJ-s8ow8-5fL5qB-24B4bV-c8xWjy-c8xXy1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Sand Cherry
Prunus besseyi

■ Deciduous ■ Spreading growth form  
■ Sweet, edible, purple-black fruit ■ Tolerates 
hot, dry conditions ■ Tolerates cold, wind, 
drought, and rabbits 

Height: 4–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–6
Spread: 4–6'		  Bloom: May
Flowers: White
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prunus_pumila%23mediaviewer/File:Prunus_pumila%2C_South_Ste._Marys_Island.JPG


shrubs & woody vines Serviceberry
Amelanchier spp. 

■ Deciduous ■ Very hardy ■ Showy flowers ■ 
Small, purplish-red, edible fruit ■ Prefers moist, 
acidic soil ■ Water need varies by species

Height: 15–25'	 Spread: 10–15'   
Bloom: March–May, varies by species
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Flowers: White
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shrubs & woody vines Shrubby Cinquefoil
Potentilla fruticosa

■ Deciduous ■ Small leaves ■ Dense growth 
form ■ Tolerates rabbits, drought, clay soil, 
and poor soil ■ Long-blooming shrub

Height: 2–4'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 3–5'		  Bloom: June–September
Flowers: Yellow
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/tireboushtroupf/9173646603/in/photolist-eYDkwK-89j7XE-55CZrQ-55D1b5-55D12y-BeyXe-55yPnZ-55yPeH-f6RYm-f6Scx-55D11w-BeyXk-55yQ58-kLgZu-89fNkT-89j6uC-q8K4u-55yQ1X-55D179-55yPvz-55CZHh-fsM3T-55yPbp-55yPEt-BeyXt-55yPKV-55CZM5-55CZfN-55yPiK-55yPdr-55yP9M-55D15d-BeyXn-55yPMr-BeyXr-55yPUt-55yPhg-djAWyJ-djAVKy-jNFQL-594jFJ-2nyEnX-9B2bKJ-79oQaz-87AKoT-cB3emC-55yPq4-9Hm96p-89j5LS-86bPC5
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Smooth Alder
Alnus serrulata

■ Deciduous ■ Long catkins in spring ■ Prefers 
moist conditions ■ Tolerates poor soil and dry 
conditions ■ Produces suckers ■ Can become 
a thicket 

Height: 12–20'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 12-20'		 Bloom: March–April
Flowers: Purple, green, brown catkins
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Alnus_serrulata_arboretum_Breuil_1.jpg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


shrubs & woody vines Snowberry
Symphoricarpos albus

■ Deciduous ■ Showy white berries give 
winter interest ■ Tolerates drought, clay soil, 
poor soil, and dry soil ■ Produces suckers

Height: 3–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 3–6'		  Bloom: June–July
Flowers: Pink
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shrubs & woody vines Strawberry Bush
Euonymous americana

■ Deciduous ■ Tolerates most soils ■ Unusual, 
bright pink-red and orange fruit gives interest 
in the fall ■ Berries are poisonous ■ Produces 
suckers

Height: 4–8'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–10
Spread: 4–8'		  Bloom: May
Flowers: Yellowish-green with purple blush
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shrubs & woody vines Sumac
Rhus spp. 

■ Evergreen and deciduous ■ Flowering shrubs 
and trees ■ Fruit is reddish drupe ■ Provides 
winter interest ■ Tolerates rabbits, drought, and 
most soils ■ Some species produce suckers

Height: 3–33'     Spread: 3–20'     Bloom: June
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Flowers: Greenish, cream, red
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/25080113%40N06/3682874093/in/photolist-6BrGac-mgop71-8Y3MrK-6QNqom-diPmuH-fFsedF-dxqFxb-hLKcog-nJR2Yz-3EhtfM-ayUhqt-jfgdVf-nHqgT2-o8pPGQ-o8pSzx-akR5wL-5o9aLV-5odqrE-hdWCpb-dkziGF-dqR8mw-27QviB-bWUJEp-ceh6SL-ceh7b7-ceh6Ws-2vnejM-5TTJYY-bVVN9V-mTi26-9V5to8-bWUJzX-girRJn-4sjazM-6zu4UU-8CqMGW-4sjauk-fi55H4-8SVf7G-8SVezh-6nNzaE-apS3Mu-nHw1nm-637M6Q-aBQzL8-8KoGaQ-8Wp9e9-8Wp8TL-8Wp8iU-8Wp8J5
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shrubs & woody vines Sweet Pepperbush
Clethra alnifolia

■ Deciduous ■ New growth is bronzy  
■ Fragrant flowers ■ Prefers partial shade  
■ Prefers moist, acidic soil ■ Tolerates heavy 
shade, clay soil, and wet soil ■ Produces suckers

Height: 3–6' or more	  Spread: 4–9'
USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9 
Bloom: July–August	   Flowers: White, pink
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/32598399%40N00/2838117498/in/photolist-5jN6sj-5jHPjX-5jN6pf-8q4rjb-8q1htt-8rzVLK-5LQ9tF-cNfEdJ-cNhEqh-8q4rFj-8q4rrQ-8qoUi7-cMTn9Y-5cJzmS-cMTmhU-8k9x2Q-7fxAn1-7fxy6w-dqRphW-fgxeNz-59eZXn-fh7vNn-cuULqY-5b55Km-cuPs2y-fs8qix-aV2tzV-cPsNEQ-8qtM36-dcB4AK-d8sHnu-ao4PLX-fpSzPs-JqmGr-a9f3rL-aAXE5q-hCrkxQ-6QgJnA-4ry6j-5u2JXP-8xJapW-afREs6-afREh2-afUqnS-afUqpE-afRECi-huFUH6-8puUxK-8puUzn-bxbWwd-47ahxy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Sweetshrub
Calycanthus floridus

■ Deciduous ■ Dense, rounded growth form  
■ Dark, glossy, aromatic leaves ■ Fragrant 
flowers ■ Tolerates clay soil ■ Produces suckers

Height: 6–10'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 6–12'		  Bloom: April–July
Flowers: Reddish brown
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/treegrow/3587456703/in/photolist-6t1DTM-kf6ufp-kf8qJJ-kf86nh-kf5NJn-kf5MmH-kf7Wsy-kf8DeJ-kf5LBr-kf5KJV-kf6pCD-kf6fMH-kf5BMx-kf7UuW-kf6eSX-c7rhtJ-kf6o7x-kf5G3X-kf6kS2-kf7XwN-ct8NS-nmNMxk-9Fc5TV-bVs673-nF65AK-oD2wjJ-o21jj2-o21n8h-jCpm9p-jA5z9x-jCqF6F-jA5BHR-jA6rbC-jA5B6Z-ozEVPD-jA6pB5-oBpqVc-oBqD5R-oBopx4-oibmyW-oxCXmU-oxASy1-ozEGrX-ozp2EV-ozEFL8-ozqCef-oiaWyd-oib28H-oBqnu2-oBoo6r
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Trumpet Vine
Campsis radicans

■ Deciduous ■ Dense, multi-stemmed,  
clinging vine ■ Aerial rootlets ■ Showy flowers  
■ Tolerates drought and clay soils ■ Best in 
average soil

Height: 25–40'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 5–10'		  Bloom: July
Flowers: Orange, scarlet
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/libaer2002/4913984840/in/photolist-8uesuy-74of8w-fntcF-eYLSXH-hfSvG-osS7dg-85xoq4-6CgJQg-ckHYW5-8fJm79-6CkS6U-8fJmnC-6MBEFf-8fJkS7-crvvZY-6CkRwh-8fJkB5-6NHznD-6CgKbV-23Unun-23UmSv-23UnAZ-23UniX-23YP5N-23YNUY-74ofiY-74jkxF-8euSYJ-8m5SVU-a2weo6-2EM4Mf-a4N9EP-ozAW5q-8uvn69-a4QMw5-a4QUxf-cPY2tw-cgXGjo-6PkEkf-o5yce1-o5ycmq-S6JWa-8x1e2g-onAMoy-8kP81o-eZwQVV-cdfXDw-bVTBNr-8x2wcQ-6AMES7
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Viburnum and  
Blackhaw
Viburnum spp.

■ Large genus of deciduous and evergreen 
plants ■ Some prefer dry soil ■ Many have 
ornamental fruit ■ Some can be trained as trees 
■ Some species are deer resistant

Height: 3–20'		  Spread: 3–20'
Bloom: March–May (most species)
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species 
Flowers: White, cream, pink
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/33852840%40N06/4719655433/in/photolist-8c4t8x-7XkH5w-3wsZFk-7AuN6a-7Ueqbn-jwcznt-9AtyWx-9AxEji-i2TyEk-7UeKq8-4Nx6A5-i2TWsQ-i2TKgF-i2TUDN-mkut-c7mE8G-i2TWPG-7cQvdp-7Ueq4K-9EUCp4-9qEVi2-6jG5As-7GZqK2-vmKND-8DgzEZ-gacpy-6quRuZ-NfusA-q6vEa-i2TXa1-8MqnqU-i3anpm-c7mtV1-9as8x7-9EXaZp-c7mtwN-48egXX-7WPSRf-ec7a7K-5uZw-7RazRa-7J8bky-6F1Yt6-67oeMV-c7mDDd-9WwfB5-eqpGGt-dFksaK-6evTZX-4Zs7Rr-b5ntxB
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Vine Maple
Acer circinatum

■ Deciduous ■ Circular leaves ■ Best fall color 
with some sun ■ Single or multi-trunk  
■ Prefers part shade and moist soil ■ Tolerates 
dry shade

Height: 10–25'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 25–35'		 Bloom: April–May
Flowers: Red, white
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/dballentine/4862278220/in/photolist-8pErV7-8pEs1Y-8pBgTT-8pBhbD-7rsji5-ocGWiA-4YgC5z-e44FRE-6Uxb2m-9DCf8t-FttNc-FtthZ-Fttxr-FtrJW-ca6AsS-9PrX9k-59Kvry-59FifT-oUMnMV-hRvWy3-dpUQQn-59Knyy-8bCrvZ-8bFHUm-fUhzAN-e8M52s-dqJdEr-ikHuMR-aAjKqS-4TiNBT-8SQDS9-8SMzoM-NVbDW-8okWr6-8okWK8-dbYUMH-4ECdL4-w6fyP-7ENCBi-7ENCJc-7EStm3-da1twe-afRsa1-osaBdb-afNFMH-9ZSV3Q-4Hkm5v-4HkmCX-akABxC-oeQhWp/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Virginia Sweetspire
Itea virginica

■ Deciduous ■ Erect branches ■ Showy  
flowers ■ Fall foliage ■ Prefers moist, acidic,  
well-drained soil ■ Tolerates clay soil  
■ Tolerates heavy shade

Height: 3–6'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 3–5'		  Bloom: April–June
Flowers: White
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/rachelgreenbelt/14858698593/in/photolist-oBfTdn-oAZ4Wp-ozee7s-oBe9Su-oB3Q7L-oD1Hqv-oAZ7NB-oB3S3Q-oAZ9HZ-oE9Anr-oE9yne-oWnYfe-oBdWAL-oAYYH8-ojLEVk-oAZf8M-ojLhFm-ozegGs-oBe5s7-oze8vh-oBfKnH-ozdZUq-oBdSW1-ps37AJ-7btH4x-5CHTdn-ojLGXB-oAZ3Dp-5CJsn4-9CZfzE-bDtTcm-oowBU7-7VeE9F-oBfExH-oCYMVQ-7VhUKq-7VeE8r-7VhUuq-7VeE2p-kJnkqT-k2qtJq-aMGiiZ-hMR8Tx-8HDxzW-oD1mxP-noABHY-noTok4-n7mPCM-n5GZJt-n7mUfR
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Western Azalea
Rhododendron occidentale

■ Deciduous ■ Glossy, green leaves  
■ Very fragrant, showy flower ■ Prefers moist,  
well-drained soil ■ All parts are toxic  
■ Spreading growth form

Height: 3–15'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–10
Spread: Up to 10'		 Bloom: April–August
Flowers: White, pale pink, deep pink, 
yellow-orange
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/jim-sf/2568849309/in/photolist-eh3jW-6ffxr5-4V12pk-eyzB6-5yfAYF-4V14HV-5wThxW-4V5otA-4V17dc-6ESmue-6EWwzN-eAYRVB-bWc22f-eRh3db-9xnLgc-bAdb97-eR5JLK-bX3JLS-nJ7SB3-dV6TEH
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Western Spirea
Spiraea douglasii

■ Deciduous  
■ Needs constant moisture and acidic soil  
■ Produces suckers and forms thickets

Height: 4–10'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–8
Spread: 3–6'		  Bloom: June–September
Flowers: Rosy pink
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/logicalrealist/946235767/in/photolist-6CiEK3-4VnBzr-2rBGVM-a2AYqC-5X5inK-8i4bZE-5pcTCG-8spV2G-Jfquw-8kEaZB-ovYKQC-cehBpC-cYqdhS-cf7jh9-8iTCkj-51G3xf-8jGaGz-8hEtMT-59dCNk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Wild Hydrangea
Hydrangea arborescens

■ Deciduous ■ Loose, upright, bushy growth 
form ■ Tolerates clay soil, rocky soil, and wet 
or dry soil ■ Tolerates rabbits ■ Does not  
tolerate drought

Height: 3–5'		  USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–21
Spread: 3–5' or more   Bloom: June–September
Flowers: White
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/tony_rodd/2983833668/in/photolist-5xEVN5-8h9xVY-29WZmX-74vydg-5bPpuC-jqUtHr-6EA5Ld-8b7P3d-8b4wtF-eNxGE7-oD9Rdw-9iQSW-3fdxeZ-oEsFiM-oAEUaS-omdkY5-8akUQw-cFwDtm-ooG4P4-oGWuwP-oFbBSr-oFbCiB-omcEB1-ooFZLV-oCqTtT-oCtRCf-oCqPAc-oEssyZ-omdd6a-omd1V6-omcxtJ-oCqNpe-oD3J6J-nL18W6-91j8zU-9anMWZ-9aqWZA-9aqWR3-cyXY4u-cyXXQu-gniTH-gniPa-g6Tyc-g6Twt-g6Tz6-nThNa5-6peYTo-bVzzf4-a12foq-4UvsU7
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Wild Plum
Prunus americana 

■ Deciduous ■ Small tree with graceful  
growth form ■ Edible fruit ■ Can be grown  
as shrub but tends to sucker ■ Has thorns  
■ Tolerates drought

Height: 15–30'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 15–25'		 Bloom: February–May
Flowers: White
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Winterberry
Ilex verticillata 

■ Deciduous ■ Slow growing ■ Upright 
rounded growth form ■ Prefers moist,  
acidic soil ■ Tolerates poor soil and dry soils  
■ Berries can be toxic

Height: 6–12' or taller	 Spread: 3–12'
USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9   Bloom: April–July
Flowers: White, yellow, green, brown
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/55770627%40N04/10972374933/in/photolist-hHAhNa-hHwQur-8Fsirw-ctyPQs-deZN4d-deZMwy-4dPgxm-8DUWnD-8DY3Cw-8DUVeK-8HdzFu-jypEoe-8SosZY-dgMjk6-fxDDnH-8Hc7p9-ijrq5T-7rDznR-7rDzov-8H8ZVT-iGMyJV-4dRx1r-7ZN37-bgZ34k-aZorjF-4o7TmH-7Acwm2-aGFpRV-aGAPGe-8Skn1P-7fKJLL-gT6uxE-aE5n5W-dyoPQo-aGB2Tk-aGEY1i-bbWifa-bCT2PV-bpYPuN-aGBkxn-bXd5WQ-iamGBL-iakMCR-bXd5NN-bpZoM1-6Pkga-hRRv7c-e43CK3-jm6fSY-e3X1Xx-7m6pgN
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


shrubs & woody vines Witch Hazel
Hamamelis virginiana 

■ Deciduous, with fall color ■ Showy, fragrant 
flowers ■ Prefers moist, acidic, well-drained 
soils but tolerates heavy clay

Height: 15–20'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 15–20'		 Bloom: October–December
Flowers: Yellow, orange with red blush
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/22412827%40N08/5549038301/in/photolist-9smgLa-9gEpL2-7aPCew-7aPCkd-dSJHAm-6aSHj1-e81Ygt-dRTAa5-9iEmp5-dMqdgy-dMjDR4-dMqdB1-dMqdKU-asyGjQ-6aSGtY-6aNvCv-6aNwpn-knPpqt-9mX946-dXvwUb-9Z71wh-9Z46Hp-9ccNpi-bktU8H-dZEkof-euhQhd-7E88hn-9f2EqM-9f5Nab-9f5NdE-ejPV4J-ejJ4zc-ejJ8aV-ejJ4MD-ejPSGs-ejPM61-ejPTTu-ejPTGW-ejJ3FR-ejPU9W-ejPSuf-ejPPeE-ejPUQy-ejPNLQ-ejJ2Yk-ejPUE9-ejJ9Kt-ejPW8G-ejJ8Ar-ejPSYj-ejPPTN
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trees American Elm
Ulmus americana

■ Deciduous shade tree ■ Graceful, wide, 
spreading crown ■ Ash-gray bark ■ Vigorous  
■ Tolerates wet and dry soil ■ Tolerates 
drought and black walnut

Height: 60–80'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 2–9
Spread: 40–70'		 Bloom: February–April
Flowers: Reddish green
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/plant_diversity/5101983801/in/photolist-8LR12X-844STn-8LU48G-8LU41W-8LR1bX-8LU4dJ-8LQZHi-8LU3ws-8MiSfg-k8hApR-bRVa48-dS1Nbg-7vhnsb-LjWun-8arrSL-5J7uKU-8tWa2M-bTKv6F-dbFHDr-bZaGgG-8BbQQe-cdgp19-8EW6DC-8BbQeR-8BbQxM-8ESULB-8BeWKY-bVU3ee-88M17V-nzRxFn-8Fqg8C-ny6PQL-nzRxyZ-9JMRcZ-8yrtjH-9Sv4jQ-8E7Yjc-8EyBtN-8EyBBf-8Evssr-8Evs4t-8EyBju-bZaGo3-9MwZvZ-cyMCx7-8F7B6f-9yNeaT-9yRfJf-8F7B2y-8F7B9Q
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


trees American Linden  
or American Basswood
Tilia americana

■ Deciduous ■ Oval, rounded crown ■ Showy, 
fragrant flower ■ Tolerates some drought and 
clay soil ■ Winter twigs and buds are red  
■ Grows medium to fast

Height: 50–80'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 2–8
Spread: 30–50'		 Bloom: April–July 
Flowers: Yellow: Yellow
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/versicolor/5899543270/in/photolist-9ZjGFh-6XCHmq-7VJUYV-hsC2qn-9ZgNZg-6XyGPF-8qDqo8-e7zQ24-5vPhGX-7J7Hv6-fDwv6x-6adP9a-fJTBRF-6cVwvb-8dyPH3-nq3iX1-nDRFDr-4TDXsA-eipCvc-a6VqSe-4TzLMz-4TzMMz-4TDYC3-4TzKAH-4TDZNE-2nw1xH-5w9vjP-2nAEWf-34EHiR-4TDY7L-4TzMVX-4TzL6K-4TzKLM-4TzLWg-4TzKqZ-4TzLgD-4TDYLY-4TzMhx-4TzJY8-4TDZD9-4TDXiw-4TDHkU-4Tzx3M-4TzvNV-4TDKkJ-4Tzw9F-4TzwEB-4TDHQy-4TDHvb-fDwuT6
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


trees Bald Cypress
Taxodium distichum

■ Deciduous conifer ■ Pyramidal growth 
form ■ Feathery foliage ■ Tolerant of most soil 
except alkaline ■ Affected by few pests or  
diseases ■ Used next to ponds, streams

Height: 50–70'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 2–10
Spread: 20–45' 	 Bloom: None
Flowers: None
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/50697352%40N00/8013385077/in/photolist-dd7GcF-dd7Daq-66YcgM-8bCPbA-3hvNvZ-3hvX3M-8mf1kw-CJpVY-CJpUj-CJpWZ-dqduPS-3hw2fz-3hvKc6-3hvRVM-8VD6Ny-4Md4DE-8mf1zG-8VD6Sj-4Lbcdq-dmpYhd-dmpYnN-98JaAK-98MhRw-bmZ8Be-hpMErC-d8QHDA-hUqbfe-6jN6yB-akBBwm-6m8qA3-dmpYu7-ba432M-ba43qv-ba42EM-8mf15U-95HaEd-8mf19Y-cTCnCd-98JaKg-okAdmU-8ShzHg-fn1f1M-fn1fi2-EaURh-fn1enF-8SkFU9-8ShzDP-8SkFXf-8SkFHf-d7NhtY
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


trees Black Oak
Quercus velutina

■ Deciduous ■ Globular, spreading crown  
■  Good fall color ■ Prefers moist, acidic, 
organic soil ■ Tolerates poor, dry soils  
■ Tolerates drought ■ Acorns attract wildlife

Height: 50–60'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 50–60'		 Bloom: March–May
Flowers: Yellowish-green, brown
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trees Eastern Hop Hornbeam  
or Ironwood
Ostrya virginiana

■ Deciduous shade tree ■ Catkins give winter 
interest ■ Slow growing ■ Fruit clusters look 
hop-like ■ Tolerates drought and clay soil

Height: 25–40'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–9
Spread: 20–30'		 Bloom: April
Flowers: Greenish, reddish-brown
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trees Mountain Ash
Sorbus spp. 

■ Deciduous ■ Large genus (dwarf shrubs to 
trees) ■ Most are hardy ■ Good fall color  
■ Red berries give winter interest ■ Needs 
acidic soil

Height: 10–50'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–7
Spread: 10–35'		 Bloom: May
Flowers: White
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trees 

NO

Pawpaw
Asimina triloba 

■ Deciduous ■ Good fall color ■ Showy, edible, 
orange to brown fruit ■ Tolerates wet soil  
■ Prefers moist, acidic soil ■ Forms colonies by 
root suckers

Height: 15–30'    	USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 15–30'    	Bloom: April–May  
Flowers: Purple
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trees Pin Cherry or Fire Cherry
Prunus pensylvanica

■ Deciduous ■ Fast growing ■ Bright green, 
toothed leaf ■ Prefers rocky or sandy, well-
drained soil ■ Fruit is edible ■ Other parts of 
tree are highly toxic

Height: 25–50'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 3–8
Spread: 10–20'		 Bloom: April–June
Flowers: White
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trees Post Oak
Quercus stellata

■ Deciduous ■ Rounded crown ■ Leathery leaf 
■ Prefers acidic, rocky, or sandy soil ■ Tolerant 
of dry and wet conditions ■ Slow growth but 
long-lived

Height: 35–50'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 35–50'		 Bloom: March–May
Flowers: Yellowish-green, yellow, brown
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trees Red Mulberry
Morus rubra

■ Deciduous ■ Upright, rounded, or spreading 
■ Prefers full sun ■ Sweet berries are edible 
but messy if tree is near pavement ■ Tolerates 
drought

Height: 35–50'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–8
Spread: 35–40'		 Bloom: March–April
Flowers: Green
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trees Sassafras
Sassafras albidum

■ Deciduous ■ Broad, conical growth form  
■  Good fall color ■ Showy flowers and fruit  
■ Tolerates drought and clay soil  
■ Produces suckers

Height: 30–60'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 4–9
Spread: 25–40'		 Bloom: April–May
Flowers: Greenish-yellow
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trees Shumard Oak
Quercus shumardii

■ Deciduous ■ Broad, open crown when 
mature ■ Good fall color ■ Tolerates drought  
■ Tolerates wide range of soils but prefers 
acidic, well-drained soils

Height: 40–90'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 5–9
Spread: 30–50'		 Bloom: March–April
Flowers: White, greenish
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trees Willow
Salix spp.

■ Deciduous ■ Fast-growing, shallow-rooted 
trees and shrubs ■ Difficult to garden under  
■ Diverse genus of over 300 species

Height: 3–100'		 Spread: 3–90'
USDA Hardiness Zone: Varies by species
Bloom: Varies by species
Flowers: Insignificant; some species grown  
for catkins
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trees Winged Elm
Ulmus alata

■ Deciduous shade tree ■ Round, open growth 
form ■ Branches have corky wings ■ Tolerant 
of partial shade ■ Fast growing

Height: 30–50'		 USDA Hardiness Zone: 6–9
Spread: 25–40'		 Bloom: February–April
Flowers: Reddish green
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