CITY OF YACHATS

JULY 2020

YACHATS CITY COUNCIL VISION
Our village is a place where natural resources are valued and protected, where diversity
is celebrated, and where a vibrant economy and sense of community pride create and
recreate a living spirit. Yachats cares not just for its citizens’ basic needs but also
supports them in their efforts to excel mentally, physically, artistically, and spiritually. It
is a community with an enduring sense of itself. Adopted: April 2, 2009

Mayor’s Message
By Mayor W. John Moore mayor@yachatsmail.org

This has certainly been a challenging year for
all of us. I’ve noticed that tempers are getting
short with a lot of people, and it’s
understandable given the strain of concerns
that come with the coronavirus and all related
issues. But please try to remember to be
grateful that we are blessed to be able to live
where we live. I can’t imagine a better place
to live right now – can you?
We have our weekly demonstrations every
Saturday morning, but unlike many places, our
demonstrations are always peaceful and full of
community concern and support.
Your City wants some input from you on two
things that have been discussed this month.
First, the Parks and Commons Commission
wants your recommendations for how the
rooms currently used for our City office should
be used once the office is able to relocate to
the 501 building late this year. We had a
request from a dentist to rent the space, but
before any recommendation would be made
by the commission, they want to hear your
input. Please take a few minutes to jot down
your thoughts about how you would like to see
that space used once it has been vacated. Just
put your suggestions in the utility payment
drop box in front of the Commons, and we will
make sure the commission receives all of your
comments. If you prefer, you can email your
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comments to me at mayor@yachatsmail.org
and I will forward it to the commission.
Second, the City will be paving that one block
street between the ballfield and the 501
building. It has been referred to as
“Driftwood”, but it really does not have an
official name. The Council would like to have a
street naming competition, and the council
decided to open the competition for naming
the street to children up to the age of 18. I
would encourage each of you in that age group
to write your suggestions for what we should
name that one block street when the job is
done. Please either drop off your written
suggestion in the utility payment drop box or
send it to me via email.
It will be a strange 4th of July this year. Like the
rest of you, I will sadly miss the la de da
parade, the Lions Club breakfast, the Ladies
Club pie and ice cream social, and the
fireworks. We can all fervently hope that next
year at this time we may be able once again to
enjoy all of those activities. In the meantime,
stay healthy, and stay happy – remember, we
are blessed to be able to live where we do, and
we should never take it for granted.

cityhall@yachatsmail.org

(541) 547-3565
Mon-Fri 9:00a-noon, 1:00-4:00p

City of Yachats Closures
During Phase 1 of Reopening
• City Hall: Closed to the public, remote services
for public only. Council/ Commission meetings by
Zoom only.
• Commons Building: Closed to the public.
Programs and reservations canceled through Phase
I (Phase II TBD).
• Library: Non-contact check-out available. No
public access.
• Public Works and Waste Water Treatment
Plant: Closed to the public.
• Water Treatment Plant: Closed to the public.
• Little log Church and Museum: Closed to the
public.
This schedule is a work in progress, but it is the
desire of the City of Yachats to continue to serve
the community as we work our way through the
process of reopening.

Face Coverings Required Indoors
On June 19, 2020, Governor Kate Brown issued an
order to require that people wear face coverings
indoors beginning on June 24, 2020.
My mask protects you

• Children under the age of 12. Children over the
age of 2 but under the age of 12 are encouraged
to wear face coverings but not required to do so.
• Persons with disabilities that prevents them
from using the face covering as described in this
Directive. These persons must be reasonably
accommodated to allow them access to goods
and services.
Face shields are an alternative for those who are
concerned with wearing other types of face
coverings.

City Meetings this Month
All meetings via Zoom
Please check the website for updates on meeting
plans and sign up for meeting notices through the
Notify Me feature on the website.
As of publication of this Newsletter (June 26), the
following meetings are scheduled for July via
Zoom. The link for the meeting will be published
on the Meeting Agenda document.
July 2 9:30 am City Council
Emergency Preparedness
July 2 2:00 pm
Committee
Planning Commission Work
July 7 2:00 pm
Session
July 9 10:00 am Library Commission
Public Works & Streets
July 14 3:00 pm
Commission
July 15 2:00 pm City Council
Parks & Commons
July 16 2:00 pm Commission (NOTE: early start
time)

July 21
Your mask protects me

July 21
TBD

General Directive: All individuals in Lincoln County
are required to wear face coverings during any
indoor public setting or outdoor location where a
person will be within six feet of another individual,
who does not share the same household.
Exceptions:
• Persons with health/medical conditions that
preclude or are exacerbated by wearing a face
covering.

Planning Commission Work
Session
3:00 pm Planning Commission
TBD
Finance Committee
2:00 pm

Annual Water Rate Increase
Each year, the City adjusts water and sewer rates
by the Construction Cost Index. This year, that
increase is 1.7%. This increase will be reflected in
your August 2020 water bill.
The Utility Rate Study is continuing to progress. As
Council meetings resume (via Zoom) we will be
able to have further discussions and public
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input. Following the last presentation, public input
and Council discussion was considered and as a
result, the Council will be able to discuss the option
of initially moving forward with a base rate
adjustment with a meter multiplier to make all
base rates equitable.
The base rate adjustment with a meter multiplier
means that everyone pays equitably. Larger
meters receive the equivalent units of water
included in their monthly base rate cost as smaller
meters. Please watch for the Council agenda and
packet to get more details on how this looks and
how to participate in the discussion.
The City is continuing to monitor the impact of
COVID-19 on our economy and will establish a date
to begin implementation of the new rates
accordingly. The first possible step in adjustments
will be in October 2020.

Code Enforcement Complaint Line
TCB Security has opened a complaint line for
taking code enforcement calls 24/7.

Noise complaints with short stay, contact Property
Management/Code Enforcement. If it is not
resolved by property management, please contact
the Sheriff’s Office.
I’ve been sending out reminder letters about
cutting vegetation in the City by the July 1 deadline
in the code. I want to say I am impressed by the
people of Yachats. I love the smell of fresh cut
Grass and this town has been cutting like crazy,
when it’s not raining. Most of the letters I sent out
were to vacant lots, I am seeing a lot of these lots
being cleared.
Thank you to this great community for making and
keeping it beautiful.

Weed Abatement Reminder
The Yachats Municipal Code Section 5.08.110 on
noxious and invasive vegitation requires that
invasive weeds be removed or cut to a height of no
more than six inches by July 1, 2020. The Code is
online at qcode.us/codes/yachats.

City Elections

541-265-1963
The number is 541-265-1963. Operators will
enter your complaint into the City’s request
tracking system.

Code Corner
By Tony Bour, Code Enforcement Officer

Hello Yachats!
Tony here, your friendly Code Enforcement Officer,
reaching out to you.
I am writing about Short Term Vacation Rentals,
who to call, when to call. Most of the people who
manage these properties would like you to call
them when an issue arises. When nothing is done
by Property Management, please contact me so I
can follow up on the issue.

The November 3, 2020 elections are only a few
months away. The City offices of Mayor and two
Council seats are up for vote. If you wish to run for
office, you will need to complete your packet by
August 14, 2020. You should start the process well
in advance of that date so you have time to file to
run and collect signatures. See the City website for
forms and instructions on applying at
yachatsoregon.org/349/elections.
1. File your intention to run with the City and get
approval to gather signatures.
2. Gather signatures and submit to City Hall for
verification. Original signatures are not required
due to the coronavirus
3. Receive verified signatures and file final packet
with the City by August 14, 2020.
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Commission Vacancies
The Planning Commission, Library Commission, and
Public Works and Streets Commission have
vacancies. If interested in volunteering on a
Commission, please pick up an application at City
Hall. You can find out more about the
Commissions by attending a meeting or contacting
the Commission Chair:
Planning: Helen Anderson
520-245-2799, happydogs27@gmail.com
Library: Nikki Carlson
541-547-3430, np7carlson@msn.com
Public Works and Streets: Bob Bennett
541-547-3460, rmbenn@peak.org

Staying Informed in Uncertain Times
With the return of vacationers and the staged
phases of reopening the City, activities are subject
to last minute changes. The City wants everyone
to be as prepared as possible to know what is or is
not happening.
The City’s Notify Me feature on the website is a
great way to learn about:
- City building closures
- Changes in meeting schedules
- Posting of agendas (and zoom meeting
information)
- Class schedules in the Commons
- Updates on City, County and State Orders
- Link to Newsletters when they are posted
- News stories posted to the website
- And more!
It’s simple to sign up for the categories you want to
hear about by going to the Notify Me page of the
website. The link is a purple box on the right
below the banner image on the home page.

Local Worker and Business Support

As the number of cases of COVID-19 continues to
increase, Lincoln County will remain in Phase I of
reopening. This limitation means that many local
workers will continue to be out of work or have
reduced hours and that businesses will not be
operating at full capacity. Some are still waiting on
support from state and federal relief programs.
Businesses may not see positive cash flows for
many months.
Your contributions to the Yachats Community
Presbyterian Church’s worker relief and business
support programs remain vital to our village
staying afloat during this pandemic. You and the
Church’s programs have been a life-line to our
community. 100% of donations go directly to the
applicants.
Please make a tax-deductible donation to keep our
community vibrant. See the Church’s website to
donate at www.yachatspresbyterian.org/donate/
or call 541-547-3400.
You can still apply for City loans through
Community Lending Works. These loans of a
maximum of $10,000 per business have an interest
rate of 2% and a term of 12-48 months. Please
contact the City for more information.

Yachats Trails
By Jan Brown, 541-547-4927
Communications Leader
espressobrown@gmail.com

On the bright side…
Finally volunteers on the Trails and YIPS! (Yachats
Invasive Plants Subcommittee) crews can begin
holding work sessions again under new guidelines
defined by the City. The timing for this is great, as
the, spring and summer growth season (for both
good plants and bad) is well underway. The 804,
Ya’Xaik, Wetlands, Amanda, and Prospect trails - as
well as the Whale Tail park – are already
benefitting from the work done in June.
While the overall goals for Trails and YIPS! remain
the same, the way the work gets done has
changed. For safety, work session participants
must now strictly adhere to conditions set by the
City, which include:
•
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Always wear a mask

•
•
•

Bring and use your own tools and gloves
Have the day’s crew leader record you in
the roster, rather than signing yourself in
Always maintain at least 6 ft. of social
distance (10 ft. is even better).

We look forward to seeing you on the trails and to
keeping everyone safe along the way.
On the other side…
You may remember that last month we noted the
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD)
had been hit hard financially by various necessary
closures but were allowing a few projects to go
through, including the new Amanda Trail
Suspension Bridge. Sadly, since then, there have
been further budget cuts and many subsequent
layoffs of OPRD colleagues. As a result, the
Amanda Bridge project has been shelved
indefinitely until circumstances improve.
While this is hard news for all who have put their
hearts into this project over time, we do know that
eventually, the bridge WILL be built and we will
continue to research and monitor anything that
could help make that happen. Right now, however,
our thoughts are with all those (and the families of
those) who have lost their jobs and more to this
pandemic.

For your calendar…
Normally the Trails crew meets from 10:00 am –
12: 00 pm on the first Saturday of each month and
the YIPS! Crew follows the same schedule on the
3rd Saturday of the month. However, the dates will
differ this month and are still TBD. If you are on our
mail list you will be notified of the final dates by e-

mail or you can visit www.yachatstrails.org. Prior
to starting work, the crews meet in the parking lot
at the north side of the Yachats Commons.
If you have questions on any aspect of Trails or YIPS!
please contact any of the leaders listed below.
Joanne Kittel, Development and Amanda Trail
541-547-3144 or jnkittel@peak.org
Loren Dickenson, Trails Crew
541-547-4559 or lorendickinson@gmail.com
Wally Orchard, YIPS!
541-547-5474 or worchard@peak.org
Bob Langley, Trails Crew and YIPS!
boblangley@lindabob.com
Jan Brown, Communication
541-547-4927 or espressobrown@gmail.com

Little Log Church and Museum
328 W 3rd St

541-547-3976

By Mary Crook

Although your Little Log Church
has been temporarily closed
since March, it is still there for you to enjoy. Jill has
kept the garden in beautiful condition; it’s a lovely
park for all of us to enjoy. Have you seen the giant
figs on the tree in the garden? And the memorial
dogwood tree planted last April has leafed-out,
thanks to the contributions of a local family.
We have more good news! Thanks to the tech
skills of one of our volunteers, each night at 8:00
pm, our carillon rings just for three minutes or so
with a “feel good” song that peals throughout the
local area. Neighbors have gathered to enjoy
happy sounds, dance, or just listen to uplifting
music to raise our spirits. The first night we were
treated to a Hawaiian version of “Over the
Rainbow” by Israel Kamakawiwo’ole (It’s the one
we all love). Another night we heard the Beatles
tell us “It’s getting better all the time.” Each night
during the summer at eight o’clock we have an
opportunity to forget our cares, move with the
moment, and enjoy three minutes of bliss. It’s a
simple way to say we are ok. Feel free to join the
party – even if it’s only three minutes.
You are all invited to enjoy the grounds and the
sounds at your Little Log Church and Museum. It’s
there for you, your family and your friends to
enjoy. We thank you!
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Yachats Library

Finlayson, Tony Godfrey and Joel Keller. You all are
so very appreciated.

th

560 W 7 Street 541-547-3741

Reservations at the library are picking up and we
will continue this service on Wednesdays from 1:00
to 3:00 pm. If you need to speak to a library
volunteer about reserving a book or have a
question for us, we are also available on Tuesdays
from 10:00 am to noon for phone calls.
The online reservation system can be accessed
through the city website. The library page is
located under Departments. The library catalog
and reservation system link are located on the blue
side-bar.
After browsing the catalog, choose the book
you would like to reserve then click on "Place a
Hold" on the right side of the page. You will then
need to enter your email address. Here is the hard
part: If your email is different than what is on your
patron record, it will not work. This is when you
give us a call at the library at 541-547-3741 and we
will help you. Besides books, you can reserve
audiobooks and periodicals.
In lieu of our Summer Reading Program, children's
librarian Jane Shay has organized a Paperback Book
Giveaway on Thursdays June 25th to August 27th
from 10:00 am to noon in the pavilion behind the
Commons. All kids ages 3 to 15 are welcome!

Yachats Food Pantry
Now operating from the Yachats
Presbyterian Church at 360 W 7th St
Open M,W,F 11a-1p
Pam Luderitz 541-547-3493

We can always use socks, blankets, food and
monetary donations. Anyone who would like to
volunteer to staff the food pantry, please give me a
call at 541-547-3493.

Little Log Church Nightly Bells
The Little Log Church and Museum
is now using the carillon to play
a “feel good” song at 8:00 pm
each night during the summer.
The volunteers welcome you to
listen, sway, or dance as you see fit.

Name a City Street Contest

The City Council is having a contest for youth up to
the age of 18 to name the street between the
ballfield and the skate park. The City will be
putting in a two-lane street with sidewalks and
parking over the next year.

By Pam Luderitz

During the month of May, we fed 183 people, and
as of June 15th, we fed 85 people. Some jobs are
returning but not all positions have reopened and
some jobs are lost completely. People still need
our help.
I want to again thank all the generous people who
have donated food, blankets, socks, and money to
help those in need. A big thank you also to those
who volunteered to keep the pantry open,
including Johnni Prince, Lorraine Barrett, Jim & Sue

Put on your creative caps and suggest names for
the street by dropping off your written suggestion
in the utility payment drop box in front of the
Commons or emailing your suggestion to the
Mayor at mayor@yachatsmail.org.
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Yachats Banner Project
Local artists have been busy during these “stay at
home” times creating banners for our street light
poles. Once again, Polly Plumb Productions has
coordinated with Mike Guerriero to collect 29
banners. These Yachatian artworks will be for sale
by auction at the end of the summer.
Look up and be amazed at the talent in our city.

Loren Dickinson

Lee Haynes

Jamie Kish

Emily Crabtree
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